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...in the center of it all
Life

At the April 26, 2016 City Council 
Meeting, Missy Waldman  and Ruth 
Springer took oaths of office as 
Council Members for the City of 

Olivette, term ending in April 2019. 

¬Council Members, Mayor, & Chairman Pro-Tem

Ruth Springer was re-elected by the City 
Council to serve as Mayor of the City of Olivette 
for 2016-2017;  J. Gregory Carl was re-elected 

Chairman Pro-Tem.
Chairman Pro-tem J. Gregory CarlMayor Ruth Springer

THANK YOU FOR COMING OUT AND VOTING!

ELECTION RESULTS20
16

Council Member Missy Waldman
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City Council
Ruth Springer, Mayor
J. Gregory Carl, Chairman Pro-tem
Maxine Weil, Council Member
Missy Waldman, Council Member
Suzanne Sierra Sewell, Council Member

Telephone Numbers
Emergency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 911
Non-Emergency Numbers
Fire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 993-0408
Police . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  645-3000
City Hall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 993-0444
City Hall Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 993-8135
Public Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 993-0252
Community Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 991-1249
Municipal Court . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 991-6047

Administrative Officials
Barbara Sondag, City Manager
bsondag@OlivetteMO.com

Rick Knox, Chief of Police
rknox@OlivetteMO.com

Scott Avery, Fire Chief
savery@OlivetteMO.com

Carlos Trejo, Planning and Community Development Director
ctrejo@OlivetteMO.com 

Bruce McGregor, Public Works Director
bmcgregor@OlivetteMO.com

Beverly Tucker Knight, Parks & Recreation Director
btuckerknight@OlivetteMO.com

Paul E. Martin, City Attorney

Myra G. Bennett, City Clerk
mbennett@OlivetteMO.com

Darren Mann, Finance Director
dmann@OlivetteMO.com

Sarah Runser, Court Administrator
srunser@OlivetteMO.com

Paul D’Agrosa, Municipal Judge

Gentry Smith, Provisional Judge

Sam Alton, Prosecuting Attorney

CITY OF OLIVETTE
The City is buzzing with construction. As most of you are 
aware, the Old Bonhomme Road project is underway.  The 
initial phase, from Price to Dielman Road, is expected to 
be completed by the end of June.  While construction is 
never convenient or easy for those who live in the con-
struction zone, we appreciate the support and help of all 
residents to ensure that the project is completed safely, 
efficiently and on time.  In order to do that, the council 
is asking residents to comply with work zone safety laws.  
Please don’t speed through the construction zone. Be 
mindful of those working in the zone and keep speeds low 
to ensure their safety.  For the safety of everyone, please, 
do not travel against the designated traffic direction.  

If you haven’t been past the new Municipal Center site recently, I urge you to take a walk or 
drive and see the progress that has been made.  The Fire Department bays are readily identi-
fiable and steel beams are outlining other portions of the building.  Work is progressing fairly 
well and barring anything unforeseen, we expect completion and occupancy in March 2017.  

We can now focus on the redevelopment of our current site.  The City has contracted with 
Development Strategies to help formulate a Request for Proposal for the property.  This is still 
in the early stages and will be reviewed by the Planning Department, Economic Development 
Commission and then sent to the Council for final review.  The goal of the City Council is to 
have our current site ready for development shortly after the move to the new building. 

In April, the City Council named Keat Properties, the preferred developer for the 12 acre re-
development site at Olive and I-170.  Greg Yawitz, who is an Olivette resident and managing 
partner of Keat Properties, also developed the Shoppes at Price Crossing.  We are very excited 
to have this opportunity to work with Mr. Yawitz again.  He was a very collaborative partner 
during the prior process and we are looking forward to working with him again in the same 
manner.  While no specific companies have been identified for that site, Mr. Yawitz is looking 
at a retail centric development, anchored by a grocer.  Please check the City’s website for any 
updates as they become available. 

On April 13th, the City honored all the individuals who volunteer their time in service to our 
City.  Coaches, commission members, friends and family, gathered at the Community Center 
to be recognized for their commitment. The City Council paid special tribute to Mr. Sanford 
Goldman, chairman of the Planning and Community Design Commission. For over 40 years, 
Mr. Goldman has volunteered his time to our community. To thank him for his continuing 
service, the Council presented him with an engraved clock.  Mr. Goldman exemplifies the 
strong sense of volunteerism found in Olivette.  We are always looking for people to serve on 
our boards and commissions.  If you would like to find out about opportunities, please go to 
the City’s website, www.OlivetteMO.com and click on the Boards and Commissions under the 
Government tab. 

This year, with the construction on Old Bonhomme Road, the Olivette on the Go committee 
is considering a change in venue for the festival, and looking at Warson Park as an alternative 
site. While this park has never hosted this event, it will be a great opportunity to showcase 
Warson Park.  On the Go will take place Friday, September 23rd and Saturday, Sept 24th.  The 
event is being revamped to bring new features and exciting entertainment. To make this a 
successful event we need volunteers.  If you’d like to be part of the planning process or just 
work the event, please attend the next meeting.  Meeting dates are listed on the City’s web-
site.  

I am humbled and honored that the council asked me to serve as Mayor for another year.  
I look forward to seeing all of you at either Coffee or Social Hour with the Mayor.  I plan to 
alternate coffee and social hour, when practical, so that there are as many opportunities as 
possible for you to come and share your thoughts with me and other council members.  Keep 
your eye out for the signs throughout the community.  I look forward to seeing you.

Ruth Springer,  
Mayor

Council Contact Information
Ruth Springer Missy Waldman
Mayor Council Member
993-0444 X-5294 993-0444 X-5292
rspringer@OlivetteMO.com mwaldman@OlivetteMO.com

J. Gregory Carl Suzanne Sierra Sewell
Chairman Pro-tem Council Member
993-0444 X-5293 993-0444 X-5291
gcarl@OlivetteMO.com ssewell@OlivetteMO.com

Maxine Weil City of Olivette
Council Member 9473 Olive Blvd.
993-0444 X-5290 Olivette, MO 63132
mweil@OlivetteMO.com

Message From The Mayor

Mayor Ruth Springer
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The City of Olivette will hold a public hearing to discuss 
the allocation of $20,000.00 in Community Develop-
ment Block Grant funds which will become available 
after January 1, 2017.  The public hearing will be held 
at 7:00 p.m. on June 14, 2016 at City Council Chambers, 
Olivette City Hall, 9473 Olive Boulevard, Olivette, MO 
63132.

To further its commitment to fair and equitable treat-
ment of all citizens, the City of Olivette has enacted 
and/or enforces the following:

A Fair Housing Ordinance prohibiting unlawful 
discrimination against any person because of 
race, sex, color, religion, disability, familial sta-
tus or national origin;

A Policy of Nondiscrimination on the Basis of 
Disability in the admission or access to, or em-
ployment in, its federally assisted programs or 
activities;

A Policy of Equal Opportunity to Participate in 
Municipal Programs and Services regardless of 
race, color, religion, sex, age, disability, familial 
status, national origin, or political affiliation;

A requirement for bidding on CDBG activities 
that promotes employment opportunities cre-
ated by HUD funding and that these opportu-
nities be afforded low-income community resi-
dents and businesses.

If you would like information regarding the above poli-
cies or if you believe you have been unlawfully discrim-
inated against, contact the following municipal official 
or employee who has been designated to coordinate 
compliance with equal employment opportunity re-
quirements referenced above.                                                                   

  Barbara Sondag, City Manager 
9473 Olive Boulevard 

Olivette, Missouri  63132 
314.993.0444

If you are a person with a disability or have special 
needs in order to participate in this public hearing, 
please contact City Manager Sondag no later than 5:00 
PM on June 13, 2016.                                        

For More Information Call: 
800.735.2466 RELAY MISSOURI 
Equal Opportunity Employer

Current Projects

Old Bonhomme Road 
Construction between Price & Dielman 

Should be completed by the end of June

New City Center 
Construction to be completed by March 1, 2017

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  
Date of Notice:  June 1, 2016
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This year Olivette’s “Night Out Against Crime” will be held Tuesday, 
June 21, 2016.  Residents will have the chance to get to know their 
neighbors and meet City officials along with members of the Police 
and Fire Departments.  This is a fantastic opportunity for the commu-
nity to promote police/fire-community partnerships, crime preven-
tion, and neighborhood camaraderie. While the one night is certainly 
not the only response to crime, Olivette Night Out represents the kind 
of spirit, energy and determination to help make neighborhoods a 
safer place year round.

The City of Olivette encourages all subdivisions and neighborhoods 
to participate in Olivette Night Out between the hours of 6:30 pm and 10:00 pm on June 21, 2016.  Neighborhoods can plan block parties, barbecues, or just sit outside and 
get to know your neighbors. To participate in Olivette Night Out contact Sgt. Ranile Robins at 314.983.5250 or rrobins@OlivetteMO.com.

Communities rely on police departments to “serve and protect” and the police, in turn, rely on community support and cooperation, 
but as has been seen, especially over the last couple of years, that relationship is not always harmonious.  The events in Ferguson, 
MO and around the country illustrated what can happen when this relationship is strained and there is a perceived distrust of the 
police by the citizens they are sworn to protect.  

As a result of the many concerns surrounding this issue, several Olivette residents wanted to start a dialogue between our Commu-
nity and the Police Department.  The residents created a group, which they call “OneOlivette”.  The group routinely meets once a 
month at a committee member’s home.  Over the course of the last year, I have introduced several officers of this Department to the 
group; however, OneOlivette is an independent organization not affiliated with the Olivette government or departments.  During 
these meetings, members discuss current events relating to police-community relations.  Officers were able to give valuable input 
to the group.  Its initial purpose was to determine what concerns the residents of Olivette may have about the Police Department.  In order to bring these issues, if any, to 
light, OneOlivette created a survey.  Members of OneOlivette worked diligently to canvass the entire City, passing out the survey.  Collection boxes were setup around town 
so that residents and business owners could anonymously submit their completed surveys. The surveys were compiled and the results confirmed what many members of 
OneOlivette said they already knew: The residents/business owners of Olivette overwhelmingly support the Police department.  When the results of the survey were pre-
sented to the City Council at the April 26, 2016 meeting, it was very encouraging.  To see the results, please enter the following link/address into your internet browser: http://
oneolivette.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/ONEolivette-Community-Policing-Survey.pdf

As OneOlivette made its presentation to the Council, I was very proud.  Proud of our officers and proud of the Olivette community.  I was proud to live in a city where a group of 
concerned residents with a common belief - that an essential element of a “One” Olivette is a strong relationship between the community and law enforcement - took it upon 
themselves to produce, distribute and analyze a survey to show the strengths and concerns within the Police Department.  I was proud to live in a city where residents and 
business owners actively participated in this process.  And know this, the feeling is very mutual and it’s one of the many aspects of this City that make it so great.  The officers of 
the Olivette Police Department respect all individuals and are committed to serving the public with fairness and compassion, ensuring the Constitutional rights of all citizens.

This is a very exciting time in the City of Olivette and I am looking forward to the future with great enthusiasm.

Police Chief’s Corner
OneOlivette 
Shares Survey Results with Olivette City Council

On April 30, 2016, the Olivette Police Depart-
ment hosted another National Drug Take Back 
event at the Olivette Municipal Government 
Building. During the four-hour program, over 
114 lbs. of unused prescription and over-the-
counter medications were collected.  This was 
part of the National Drug Take Back initia-
tive held in collaboration with the DEA.  This 

NATIONAL DRUG TAKE BACK EVENT SUCCESS

Police Chief Rick Knox

Come One, Come All! Olivette Night Out 

June 21, 2016 from 6:30pm - 10pm

Four plastic bags containing over 114 lbs. of  prescription and 
over-the-counter medications

It’s Time 
for Spring Cleaning!

On Saturday, June 18, 2016, from 9AM - Noon, the 
City of Olivette will host a free document shred-
ding/electronics recycling/medication take-back 
event.  The event will be held on the parking lot of 
the Olivette Municipal Building located at 9473 Ol-
ive Blvd., Olivette, MO 63132.  Documents will be se-
curely destroyed and unused/expired medications 
will be accepted anonymously.  Unwanted electron-
ics will be accepted for proper disposal.

4-hour collection event is held twice a year.  

The Olivette Police Department also has a drug 
take-back dropbox located inside the Police 
Department.  This is available to citizens year-
round, Monday through Friday from 8AM to 
5PM, for anonymous disposal of unused, un-
wanted and expired medication.
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Smoke Alarm Installation Tips
Install smoke alarms on every level of your home, including the basement, making sure that there is an alarm outside every 
separate sleeping area. Hard-wired smoke alarms operate on your household electrical current. They can be interconnected 
so that every alarm sounds regardless of the fire’s location. This is an advantage in early warning, because it gives occupants 
extra time to escape if they are in one part of the home and a fire breaks out in another part. Alarms that are hard-wired should 
have battery backups in case of a power outage, and should be installed by a qualified electrician. When interconnected smoke 
alarms are installed, it is important that all of the alarms are from the same manufacturer. If the alarms are not compatible, they 
may not sound. On levels without bedrooms, install alarms in the living room (or den or family room) or near the stairway to 
the upper level, or in both locations. Smoke alarms installed in the basement should be installed on the ceiling at the bottom 
of the stairs leading to the next level. Smoke alarms should be installed at least 10 feet (3 meters) from a cooking appliance to minimize false alarms when cooking. 

If you sleep with bedroom doors closed, have a qualified electrician install interconnected smoke alarms in each room so that when one alarm sounds, they all sound. 
If you or someone in your home is deaf or hard of hearing, consider installing an alarm that combines flashing lights, vibration and/or sound. 

Mount smoke alarms high on walls or ceilings (remember, smoke rises). Ceiling mounted alarms should be installed at least four inches away from the nearest wall; 
wall-mounted alarms should be installed four to 12 inches away from the ceiling. If you have ceilings that are pitched, install the alarm within 3 feet of the peak but not 
within the apex of the peak (four inches down from the peak). 

Don’t install smoke alarms near windows, doors, or ducts where drafts might interfere with their operation. Choose smoke alarms that have the label of a recognized 
testing laboratory. Never paint smoke alarms. Paint, stickers, or other decorations could keep the alarms from working. 

There are two types of smoke alarms – ionization and photoelectric. An ionization smoke alarm is generally more responsive to flaming fires, and a photoelectric smoke 
alarm is generally more responsive to smoldering fires. For the best protection, both types of alarms or combination ionization-photoelectric alarms, also known as 
dual sensor smoke alarms, are recommended. 

Keep manufacturer’s instructions for reference. 

Replacing your smoke alarms
Replace all smoke alarms when they are 10 years old. To determine the age of your smoke alarm, look at the back where you will find the date of manufacture. Smoke 
alarms should be replaced 10 years from the date of manufacture. Immediately replace any smoke alarm that does not respond properly when tested. Replace combi-
nation smoke-carbon monoxide alarms according to the manufacturer’s recommendations.

Installing your smoke alarms correctly - and making sure they are in working order - is an important step to making your home and family safer from fire.

It’s important to have enough smoke alarms in your home. Fire research has demonstrated that with today’s modern furnishings, fires can spread much more rapidly 
than in the past when more natural materials were used. Because of this, having a sufficient number of properly located smoke alarms is essential to maximize the 
amount of available escape time. For many years National Fire Alarm and Signaling Code, has required as a minimum that smoke alarms be installed inside every sleep 
room (even for existing homes) in addition to requiring them outside each sleeping area and on every level of the home. (Additional smoke alarms are required for larg-
er homes.) Homes built to earlier standards often don’t meet these minimum requirements. Homeowners and enforcement authorities should recognize that detection 
needs have changed over the years and take proactive steps make sure that every home has a sufficient complement of smoke alarms.

Testing smoke alarms
Smoke alarms should be maintained according to manufacturer’s instructions. Test smoke alarms at least once a month using the test button. Make sure everyone in 
the home understands the sound of the smoke alarm and knows how to respond. Follow manufacturer’s instructions for cleaning to keep smoke alarms working well. 
The instructions are included in the package or can be found on the internet. Smoke alarms with non-replaceable 10-year batteries are designed to remain effective 
for up to 10 years. 

If the alarm chirps, warning that the battery is low, replace the entire smoke alarm right away. Smoke alarms with any other type of battery need a new battery at least 
once a year. If that alarm chirps, warning the battery is low, replace the battery right away. When replacing a battery, follow manufacturer’s list of batteries on the back 
of the alarm or manufacturer’s instructions. Manufacturer’s instructions are specific to the batteries (brand and model) that must be used. The smoke alarm may not 
work properly if a different kind of battery is used. 

Fire Chief’s Corner
The Olivette Fire Department 
Wants you to install, replace, or test your smoke alarms

Fire Chief Scott Avery
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Now that the City Council has selected the developer for the 12 acres at the southwest corner of I-170 and Olive Boulevard, there are a series of pro-
cedures and meetings that will take place before construction begins.  Two of the most important will be negotiating a developer’s agreement and 
rezoning.  Both will entail detailed studies and refined plans of what is to be built, and an analysis as to the public impact of the development.

As it did in the preparation of the request for proposals, the City’s Strategic Plan: Dynamic Sense of Place, will play an important component to guide 
the City in the review process.  The Strategic Plan not only articulates the City’s goals and vision to create a Dynamic Sense of Place, it also provides 
guidance as how best to develop a clear and efficient process to engage, evaluate, and facilitate redevelopment projects so that the resulting redevel-
opment will, in fact, achieve the goals and objectives of the Strategic Plan.

The process is termed “Project Management Process”.  The Project Management Process integrates the redevelopment-related activities of City staff, 
City Council, Planning and Community Design Commission (PCDC), and Economic Development Commission (EDC).  Staff’s role is to provide pro-
fessional redevelopment expertise; City Council to serve as the ultimate decision-making body who keeps the community’s goals, vision, and needs 
foremost in mind; the PCDC to provide expertise in development review and is charged with upholding the goals of the Strategic Plan; and the EDC to 
offer members with private-sector perspectives complemented with the goal of forwarding the community’s vision.

Engage
The City has engaged Keat Properties, LLC, as the developer of choice.  To assist and represent the City in the redevelopment process, several consul-
tants have been hired, including legal counsel, bond counsel, and economic and planning consultants.

In the redevelopment proposal submitted by the Developer, there is a request for economic assistance from the City in the form of Tax Increment Fi-
nancing (TIF).  In short, TIF is an economic development tool established by the State authorizing communities to partner with developers on projects 
in which the complexities of the property or grounds prohibit the development from happening in natural market conditions.  Although the I-170 
site is in a great location, a coordinated development has been deterred by factors such as: the number of parcels, topography, easements crossing 
properties, and utility concerns.   The 12-acre site has seen a decrease in assessed value of over 15% since 2010.   Without a public-private partnership 
the property will continue to decrease in value.

Who determines if TIF is warranted?  A TIF Commission will be formed at the City’s request to review the TIF request.  In short, the TIF Commission will 
consist of a 12-member board, 3-members directly appointed by the City.  The TIF commission will review a Redevelopment Plan, Blight Study, and 
Cost-Benefit Analysis.  In doing so, the TIF Commission must hold a public hearing and then make a recommendation to permit the use of TIF funding.

Evaluate
The City has contracted Development Strategies to prepare the Redevelopment Plan, Blight Study, and Cost-Benefit Analysis.  The City’s Economic 
Development Commission will assist on the City Council’s behalf to review and forward comments.

If the TIF Commission determines TIF financing is warranted, the City Council will have to authorize the funding, and the developer will have to prepare 
final plans and documents of the development for the City’s approval.

The developer will further refine the proposed development plan previously used during the Request for Proposal process.  The revised plan will be 
termed the Concept Plan, and will serve two purposes:  1) to form the basis of the Redevelopment Plan to be reviewed by the TIF Commission and 2) 
to begin the procedures for rezoning.

Similar to the format laid out in the Olivette Strategic Plan: Dynamic Sense of Place, the City Council, Economic Development Commission, and Plan-
ning and Community Design Commission will interchangeably review various components of the Concept Plan, with staff coordinating information 
between the various groups.

The Concept Plan?  The Concept Plan will consist of a series of plans depicting the boundaries of the development, identifying existing improvements 
and natural features, and illustrating the general location of anticipated structures, including buildings, parking fields, streets and major drive aisles, 
land use categories, and public spaces and improvements in geographic relation to one another.  The Concept Plan will not contain actual names of 
tenant anchors or users.

With the Concept Plan, the Developer will also provide a timeline schedule for development, financing information, public improvements and ame-
nities, classifications for tenants, and notations on necessary subdivisions and street dedications.  Included will be preliminary technical reports and 
analyses, including, but not limited to, traffic studies, soils reports, stormwater management, market analysis, financial pro-formas, land appraisals, etc.

Planning & Development
I-170 INTERCHANGE GATEWAY DISTRICT
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Planning & Development

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DESIGN COMMISSION Activities
The City’s Planning and Community Design Commission (PCDC) oversees implementation of the Olivette Strategic Plan: Dynamic Sense of Place, provides recommendations 
to the City Council regarding land development, and is the delegated authority to review and approve certain development plans.

The PCDC spends a majority of its time overseeing residential development activity.  With a land area that consist of 70% single family residential, it is not unexpected.  
Below are a couple of updates that the PCDC has been actively pursuing.

Residential Redevelopment and Design Guidelines.  The PCDC adopted residential design guidelines in 2006.  The guidelines were initially written to address the 
construction of new homes, and the impacts the building design had on adjacent properties and the surrounding neighborhood.  The PCDC is revising its guidelines to 
include guidance for residential additions and accessory structures.

Stormwater Management.  While the guidelines have helped address architectural and aesthetic concerns, they were not written to address stormwater issues.  Several 
years ago, the City adopted a Stormwater Management ordinance.  The ordinance identified principles for reviewing new development, and required the review of a 
Concept Stormwater Management Plan.

While the evaluation of Concept Stormwater Management Plans has helped, the PCDC is reviewing ways to broaden review and refine regulations governing stormwater 
management.  The principles identified in the Stormwater Management Ordinance provide no measurable standards to assess impacts.  Developers find themselves 
seeking guidance as to what are acceptable parameters.

What we have found?  The City has used the criteria and guidance from the Metropolitan Sewer District (MSD).  A common means for MSD to evaluate stormwater impact 
is to determine how much water (volume) is generated in a specified rainfall during specified timeline.

With a volume defined, the next step is to determine the difference of stormwater generated between the existing improvements of a property with those proposed for 
the property.  This is commonly referred to as the “differential”.  For example, if an existing lot and home generated an X-amount of stormwater, and a redevelopment of 
the lot generated a Y-amount, the difference between X and Y (the differential) is what the site is engineered to address.

While only addressing the differential is a common and acceptable practice, many times this method fails to address existing issues with stormwater, the re-grading of the 
property, or the concentration of downspouts and drains.  In addition, new homes are not the only developments that generate additional stormwater runoff. 

The PCDC will review the Concept Plan.  Said reviews will all be conducted in a public setting.

Following review of the Concept Plan, the Developer will next submit a petition for Development Review.  In the Development Review, the concept 
plan will be revised to provide a formal and final development plan, again depicting the boundaries of the development, identifying existing improve-
ments and natural features within the development area, and illustrating the location of anticipated structures, including buildings, parking fields, 
streets and major drive aisles, land use categories, and public spaces and improvements in geographic relation to one another.  In addition, building 
plans, traffic impact analysis, and development program will be provided.

Facilitate
The development plan will be reviewed by the PCDC whom will act on the plan and forward a recommendation to the City Council for authorization 
and rezoning.  Should the City Council approve the development plan, the property grounds involved will be rezoned into a Planned Development 
District (PDD).

Prior to the construction or improvement related to the approved PDD, the developer will submit a petition for design review.  The intent of design re-
view is to allow for the phasing of construction of portions of the development, and ensure construction adheres to the requirements of the adopting 
ordinance establishing the PDD.  All steps in the development plan, rezoning, and design review are open to the public.

The intent of the project management process is to add real value to a project from a developer’s perspective by using an integrated, collaborative, 
and seamless approach to project design, economic development assistance negotiation, and regulatory approval.  The City dedicates its time and 
resources to directly engage a developer as a full partner in community redevelopment.  Participation in the process can enable a project to quickly 
move through negotiations in order to determine the feasibility of a project in a manner that minimizes the developer’s risk, time and expenses.

From the community’s perspective, the process provides a highly transparent method for evaluating and deciding on the use, character, and scale of 
a project as well as the public costs and benefits of a project.  Public discussion and input on a proposed project is a key component of project devel-
opment from nearly its inception through and after its completion.

The end result from the public and developer’s perspectives is a project that functions better, is financially stronger, and has a high level of community 
and governmental support.  Accordingly, nearly every type of development project will benefit from the process.

Continues on page 8 ->
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PLANNING & COMMUNITY DESIGN COMMISSION Activities continued

Expanded driveways, patios, and accessory structures also change the lay of the land and increase the amount of surface area contributing to stormwater 
runoff.

The PCDC recognizes these issues and is reviewing ways to better manage stormwater.  Many of the newer homes are now required to contain detention 
structures, built either underground or as above ground detention areas. This practice has been expanded in the past couple of months to include 
residential additions and accessory structures.

As the PCDC explores regulatory policies that are unique to Olivette’s conditions, the policy standards may deviate from MSD and other neighboring 
communities’ standards.

Accessory Structures.  The Commission recently forwarded the City Council new regulations governing accessory structures.  The last changes regarding 
accessory structures was in 1985.  The 1985 regulations failed to address the changes in market availability, setbacks, and stormwater.  The revised 
regulations establish limitations on the number of accessory structures, size, and placement.  In addition, the revised regulations also require that impacts 
on stormwater be identified.

Fee schedule.  Given the various changes the Commission oversees, the fee schedule for reviews was revised.  The Commission fee schedule had not been 
revised since 2006.  The new fee structure was developed with the goal to recover 67% of the City’s cost involved with reviews, site visits, and mailings.  
In addition, additional reviews have been incorporated in the fee schedule to include stormwater review by both staff, and the utilization of outside 
consultation.

The hot days of summer are upon us once again.  For most residents, the summer is scheduled with various events, from weekend to week long 
vacations, to finally devoting time to the delayed jobs around the house that were put off during winter.
Before you head out on vacation or start a home improvement project, keep the following items in mind:

Before you head out:
• Make sure to trim back trees and bushes that overhang the street and/or sidewalks, especially those near intersecting streets.
• Plan to have someone maintain and cut your grass: any grass or weeds over seven inches (7”) is a violation of the City’s Municipal Code and 
  requires immediate attention.
• Dispose of any ponding water collected in pans, tires, birdbaths, and low yard areas in which mosquitoes can breed and harvest.
• Trash and refuse should be in an approved container with tight fitting lids.  Containers should be secured and stored behind the front yard
  building line along any street side.
• Trailers, RVs, boats, etc. may not be parked more than 24 hours in a residential district unless specifically approved by the City.
• All vehicles, trailers, RVs, boats, etc., parked overnight in a residential district must be parked on a hard, paved surface.  Storage of trailers, RVs, and
  boats must be screened from view from any adjacent property.

If you are starting a summer home improvement project, note that the following projects generally require a building permit:
• Repair, replacement, or construction of any existing or new:
  - Fence, regardless of the length to be repaired, replaced, or constructed,
  - Deck , even if you are replacing a deck railing or structural member such as joists,
  - Flat work, including driveways, driveway turnarounds, patios, and sidewalks consisting of asphalt or concrete, and
  - Retaining walls three feet or more in height.
• Enclosure of an outdoor patio or carport.
• Removal or installation of kitchen cabinets, bathroom cabinets, or new fixtures such as sinks, shower stalls, etc.
• Replacement of any sheathing or decking underneath the roof shingles during a re-roofing.
• Replacing more than 25% of the siding on an exterior wall or proposing to re-side more than 25% of an exterior wall on your house.
• Placement or construction of any pool, permanent or temporary, which can hold water 24-inches or more in depth.  Note all pools must be in a 
  secured fenced in area.

Any work construction that has been authorized though an approved building permit is limited to the hours of 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM, Monday thru 
Saturday.  Construction work prior to 7:00 AM or after 7:00 PM is prohibited.  Construction work on a Sunday is prohibited.

Make sure to call the Department of Public Planning and Community Development at 314.993.0252 for more information on any of these items.  The 
Department is located at 1200 North Price Road.  Office hours are from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM, Monday through Friday.

Reminders for your Summer-Time Chores

Planning & Development
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Planning & Development

Features paved trails, rest areas, parks and employment destinations.  The bike map may assist pedestrians and cyclist navigating through various 
subdivisions by the identification of interconnected routes. Access the bike map on Olivette’s website at www.OlivetteMO.com. 

The City of Olivette Bike Map 

Olivette Growth Trends
The demographic data below, provided by the United State Census Bureau’s American Community Survey database, provides an overview of Olivette’s growth patterns 
and development trends. 

According to the 2014 ACS data, Olivette has an estimated population of 7,809 residents, a 1% growth since the 2010 Decennial population of 7,737 residents.  Of the 
3,101 occupied housing units in Olivette, the US Census estimates that nearly 55% consist of householders whom moved in to Olivette in the year 2000 or after. Of the 
45% of householders whom lived in the City prior to the year 2000, about one-fifth had moved into Olivette prior to the 1980s.

Approximately 80% of the population live in owner occupied housing.  One-third of households contain one or more people under 18 years of age and 40% of households 
have at least one person 60 years of age or older.  Roughly 58% of residents ages 25 or older hold a bachelor’s degree or higher. 

Since the 2010 Census estimate, the median value of owner-occupied units has increased by $9,200. Concurrently, there has been a reduction in the selected monthly 
owner cost as a percentage of household income.  In 2014, 27.1% of households with mortgages paid 30% or more of their income on household monthly costs, a 6.5% 
decrease since 2009.

Percentage 2014 5-Year Change
Less than 20% 49.8% 5.2%

20-29.9% 23.1% 1.3%

30% or Greater 27.1% -6.5%

Percentage 2014 5-Year Change
Less than $200,000 30.2% -2.4%

$200,000-$499,999 48.6% -0.4%

$500,000 or Greater 21.3% 3.0%

Selected Monthly Owner Cost 
as a Percentage of Household Income

Value of Owner-Occupied Units
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7:00pm July 29, 30  and August 5, 6 

2:00pm July 31 and August 7

Co-production of the Over Due Theatre 
Company and the City of Olivette. 

For more information, visit 
OverDueTheatreCompany.com

Olivette Community Center 

9723 Grandview Dr, Olivette

Ages Days Dates Times Cost
3.5 - 5 Monday - Friday 7/18 - 7/22 9am - 12pm $69 res / $79 non-res

Ages Days Dates Times Cost
3.5 - 5 Monday - Friday 7/25 - 7/29 9am - 12pm $69 res / $79 non-res

“Pirates & Princesses” 
Arrrgh, Matey, grab your tiaras and eye patches! Join Little Olives for a 
week of wands, swords, castles and ships! Children are encouraged to 
explore, create, play, sing and read together in a swashbuckling royal 
environment. Camp meets indoors but will have outside time each day. 
T-shirt, daily snack and all materials included. Campers must be potty-
trained. Staff to camper ratio 1:6. Camp meets at Olivette Community 
Center, 9723 Grandview Dr, Olivette.

  “Down on the Farm”  
Cows go moo, sheep go bah, but what does the pig say?! We’ll meet new 
animal friends, try new foods, plant seeds and make butter! Children 
are encouraged to explore, create, play, sing and read together in barn 
burning fun! Camp meets indoors but will have outside time each day. 
T-shirt, daily snack and all materials included. Campers must be potty-
trained. Staff to camper ratio 1:6. Camp meets at Olivette Community 
Center, 9723 Grandview Dr, Olivette.

new

Parks & Recreation
The Force Awakens 
Playing at Stacy Park! 
Friday, June 17 
FREE!

new

new

SAVE  DateSAVE  DateT
H
E

ALL OLIVETTE 
GARAGE SALE
October 15, 2016

6:30 pm FREE! Family Activities 

Bantha (pony) Rides!  •  Face Painting!  •  Lightsaber Duel 
Demo!  •  Spacey Inflatables!  •  Costume Contest: People & 
Dogs!  •  Special Guests!  •  and more…! 

8:30 pm The Force Awakens FREE! 

BBQ Dinners available for purchase from the award-
winning Roper’s Ribs. Beverages available for purchase 
from Olivette’s own Fallon’s Bar & Grill. 

Olivette
On The Go 

Friday Night September 23 
 •  Free Concert! With DJ Reggie  
Saturday September 24 
 •  Car Show 
 •  Olivette’s Got Talent 
 •  Olivette’s Battle of the Bands 
 •  Thrill Zone 
 •  Free Concert!

September 23 & 24 
AT WARSON PARK This year!SA

V
E 
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Public Works
Public Right of Way 
& Private Maintenance
What is the Public Right of Way?  
The Public Right of Way (ROW) is the dedicated space for public infrastructure: 
streets, sidewalks, and utilities. The ROW generally extends beyond the 
constructed street or sidewalk by a couple of feet. This area may be a slope 
between a back yard fence and the road, landscaping, or manicured lawn in 
the front or side yard. A property survey will locate the exact location where 
the private property transitions into the ROW. Figure 1 shows an example 
of where property lines exist and what is considered the ROW.  

What is the difference between Right of Way and Easement?  
Simply put, an easement is a right granted to a person or party to use the land or property of another. Easements can be temporary or 
permanent. A Right of Way is the actual land area acquired for a specific purpose. If a property has an easement running across it, the 
rights to use the property are extended to the party it was issued to, but still owned by the original property owner.    

Who maintains the City Right of Way?  
The maintenance responsibilities for the ROW lie on the individual property owners, with the exception of the roadway driving surface. Grass shall be 
mowed and landscaping manicured or maintained to keep the sidewalk free from branches, leaves, foliage, dirt, debris, snow, and ice. Figure 1 shows some 
locations where the property owner is responsible for maintaining the lawn or landscaping. The Olivette Municipal Code, sections 515.070 and 515.080 
clearly define that sidewalks and tree lawns adjacent to the roadway are to be maintained by the adjacent property owner, even areas within ROW.   

What is a Site Distance Triangle?  
A Site Distance Triangle (SDT) is a corner of any intersection that is needed to be kept free of visual obstacles to allow a travelers to see oncoming traffic. The SDT area (25’ 
x 25’) is shown in black on Figure 1 and is created from the curb lines of intersecting streets, Olivette Municipal Code, section 220.010. This represents the area where 
all trees, bushes, and vegetation located on private property which overhang a street or sidewalk are to be kept trimmed to avoid obstructing the view of travelers, 
in a vehicle or pedestrians. Any landscaping taller than three feet in height or hanging below seven feet shall me prevented from blocking their view.  

Can utilities interfere with Right of Way plantings?  
Underground and overhead utilities may impact any plantings within or adjacent to the Public ROW. Careful thought of the specific tree, bush, or vegetation 
should be evaluated. If there are overhead power lines or utilities an ornamental or more decorative tree may be considered to maintain a low canopy height. A 
large canopy tree would grow too tall and impact the overhead lines, leading to the utility company cutting off the top to prevent potential damage to the lines 
during high winds, snow, or ice. Underground utility companies have rights to the Public ROW and priority to the space, along with the City. Selection of plants 
should be determined based on what utilities may be underground and how deep they are. Gas, electric, and fiber optic lines are typically shallow and could get 
intertwined with roots of plantings. Storm and sanitary sewer tend to be much deeper and have less chance of impacting the roots, but their construction zones 
are much larger in width due to their depth.

Another seasonal item regarding water usage applies to our swimming pools. There are specific guidelines in place to protect our infrastructure and water 
treatment plants when we maintain our swimming pools. For starters, any discharge of water from the pool, especially backwashing (the rinsing and/or 
cleaning of cartridge or sand filters, which produces water that contains pollutants such as chlorine and sediment) needs to be discharged to the sanitary 
sewer system, or onto the pool owner’s property as long as it can be absorbed into the ground and not runoff your property. Filter backwash water may not 
be discharged off site to streets, the storm system, or onto a neighboring property.

There are also guidelines for draining swimming pools at the end of the season. Draining swimming pools usually involves a large volume of water 
with chlorine levels that can impact aquatic life in local streams. Acceptable procedures for emptying a pool are as follows. A pool may be emptied by 
discharging to the storm water system if:

  • the chlorine content is ≤ 1 part per million and free of other chemicals (chlorine levels can be dissipated by the sun and air to acceptable levels in  
   several days by no  longer adding chlorine to the pool. 

 • the pH level of the water must be tested prior to discharge and must fall within a range of 5.5 – 11.5 

 • the water must not be cloudy or discolored and must be free of algae and contaminates 

 • water may be drained on the owner’s property – provided it goes to a drainage channel or along the curb line gutter of a paved street 

 • water must be monitored to ensure that it does not cause any erosion of the drainage channels. 

 • Discharges of pool water containing pollutants such as chlorine, sediment, or organic debris must be drained to the sanitary sewers.

Swimming Pool Maintenance Guidelines
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B & J America, Corporation 9378 Olive Blvd, Suite 108 Grocery and Related Product Merchant Wholesalers

Cirque Business Solutions, LLC 9619 Dielman Rock Island Industrial Dr. Specialized Design Services

Colt Safety Homebased Business Management, Scientific, and Technical Consulting Services

Crazy Bowls & Wraps 10403 Baur Blvd, Suite A Corporate Office

Diagnostic Green, LLC 9666 Olive Blvd, Suite 202 Architecture, Engineering, and Related Services

Eagle Warehouse & Distribution Company 1220 N Price Rd. Warehouse & Storage

Infinity Xchange, LLC 9625 Dielman Rock Island Industrial Dr. Real Estate Investments

Kim's Herbs & Detox Center 9634 Olive Blvd. Specialty Food Stores

Materialogic 1220 N Price Rd. Distribution Center for Promotional Items

Purvis Industries 1212 Dielman Industrial Ct. Distributor and Manufacturer of Industrial Equipment

Registered Agent Lawyers, Inc. 9378 Olive Blvd., Suite 211 Law Office

Sewell Law, LC 9378 Olive Blvd., Suite 211 Law Office

Visiting Personal Care Attendants, LLC 9270 Olive Blvd., Suite A Home Health Care Services

Business Address Description

Visit OlivetteMo.com & stop by these brand new businesses!

The Olivette City Council is in the process of accepting applications to fill expiring terms and current vacancies on the various Boards, Committees, and Commissions of the City. 

Following is a list of Boards & Commissions for, which positions are available: 

 • Parks & Recreation Commission 
 • Board of Trustees for Retirement Plan for Salaried Employee 
 • Personnel Board of Appeals 
 • Planning and Community Design Commission 
 • Zoning Board of Adjustment 
 • Land Clearance/Housing Authority 
 • Economic Development Commission 
 • Olivette on the Go Committee 

Now Accepting Applications for Boards, Committees & Commissions

If you are interested in serving as a member of any of these Commissions, 
please submit a cover letter and resume outlining your qualifications and 
experience to: 
City of Olivette 
ATTN:  Myra Bennett, City Clerk 
9473 Olive Boulevard, Olivette, Missouri, 63132 
or via e-mail at mbennett@OlivetteMO.com.   

Please submit applications by June 22, 2016.


