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New Mayor, Chairman Pro-Tem, and Council Member

Life

Elected Mayor of the City of Olivette for 2015-2016 at the April 28, 2015 City Council Meeting

Mayor Ruth Springer 

Took the oath of office as Council Member for the City of Olivette, term ending in April 2018

Council Member Suzanne Sierra Sewell

Elected Chairman Pro-Tem of the City of Olivette at the April 28, 2015 City Council Meeting

Chairman Pro-tem J. Gregory Carl

WELCOME

5th Annual Olivette Night Out
Share a wonderful evening with your neighbors, police officers, firefighters, and City 
Officials on June 16th at 6:30pm. Contact Sergeant Robbins 314.983.5250 for more 
information.

Your Input is Needed!
The architect will present the design and layout for the new Municipal Center on 
July 8th at 7:00pm at the Olivette Community Center, 9723 Grandview.  Please come 
review the design and share your thoughts on the new facility!   

Parties in the Park
June 26th at 6:30pm at Stacy Park (see page 6 for more details).

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
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City Council
Ruth Springer, Mayor
J. Gregory Carl, Chairman Pro-tem
Maxine Weil, Council Member
Missy Waldman, Council Member
Suzanne Sierra Sewell, Council Member

Telephone Numbers
Emergency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 911
Non-Emergency Numbers
Fire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 993-0408
Police . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  645-3000
City Hall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 993-0444
City Hall Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 993-8135
Public Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 993-0252
Community Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 991-1249
Municipal Court . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 991-6047

Administrative Officials
Barbara Sondag, City Manager
bsondag@OlivetteMO.com

Rick Knox, Chief of Police
rknox@OlivetteMO.com

Scott Avery, Fire Chief
savery@OlivetteMO.com

Carlos Trejo, Planning and Community Development Director
ctrejo@OlivetteMO.com 

Bruce McGregor, Public Works Director
bmcgregor@OlivetteMO.com

Beverly Tucker Knight, Parks & Recreation Director
btuckerknight@OlivetteMO.com

Paul E. Martin, City Attorney

Lynn Steele, City Treasurer

Myra G. Bennett, City Clerk
mbennett@OlivetteMO.com

Darren Mann, Finance Director
dmann@OlivetteMO.com

Sarah Runser, Court Administrator
srunser@OlivetteMO.com

Paul D’Agrosa, Municipal Judge

Gentry Smith, Provisional Judge

Sam Alton, Prosecuting Attorney

Council Contact Information
Ruth Springer Missy Waldman
Mayor Council Member
993-0444 X-5294 993-0444 X-5292
rspringer@OlivetteMO.com mwaldman@OlivetteMO.com

J. Gregory Carl Suzanne Sierra Sewell
Chairman Pro-tem Council Member
993-0444 X-5293 993-0444 X-5291
gcarl@OlivetteMO.com ssewell@OlivetteMO.com

Maxine Weil City of Olivette
Council Member 9473 Olive Blvd.
993-0444 X-5290 Olivette, MO 63132
mweil@OlivetteMO.com

CITY OF OLIVETTE
Message from the Mayor
This is going to be a great year in the City of Olivette! Ac-
tually, this year will herald the beginning of change for 
our City. 

I would like to begin by introducing “Coffee with the 
Mayor”.  This will be an opportunity for me to have small 
group conversations with you. At each coffee, I will have 
a different guest with me. Coffee with the Mayor will be 
held on the 4th Wednesday of every month, 8:45 AM at 
City Hall. Signs will be posted throughout the city re-
minding you several days in advance.  Check the website, 

www.OlivetteMO.com to see who will be my guest that particular month.  I understand that 
8:45 AM may not be convenient for everyone, so I am planning other opportunities for con-
versation.  These will be announced in subsequent editions of the Olivette Life.  

On July 8th, the public is invited to a presentation about the new Municipal Center building 
you approved in August 2014. The interior planning is well underway and it’s time for you 
to see all the proposed renderings. We want your thoughts, so please plan on attending this 
presentation on July 8th, 7:00 PM, at the Community Center.  In September, with planning 
almost completed, you will all have another opportunity to see the final renderings. 

All of that brings us to an event that has not happened in Olivette for over 60 years. In late 
October/early November we will have the groundbreaking for our new Municipal Center. 
We hope each of you will plan on attending. Your support and enthusiasm for this new 
building is what enabled the City to move forward with this long awaited and necessary 
project.  Thank you again for the faith and trust you’ve placed in our First Responders and 
City.

I’m often asked, what will become of the current City Hall property on Olive Blvd, once 
the City relocates to their new building? While planning is underway for the new building, 
discussion and preparation are also underway to send out a Request for Proposal (RFP) to 
developers for the current Olive Blvd site. Olivette is such a great place to live, and there is 
much excitement in the development community about this site.  I will keep you apprised 
as to when the RFP will be sent out and your opportunities for public comment.  It’s import-
ant for us to have conversation so misinformation is kept to a minimum and that everyone 
has practical expectations about potential site development.  

With the excitement of a new building and the redevelopment of the old City Hall site, I an-
ticipate there will be other interest in our community as well. As we have an opportunity to 
talk, please share what you’d like to see in our City. While not every development is possible, 
I think it’s important for the Council to know what is high on your priority list. 

The number of ways in which we can communicate in 2015 is staggering.  As individ-
uals we can email, text, tweet, pin, blog, Facebook, LinkedIn, post on websites, etc.  The 
City has four primary ways in which to communicate with you; through our website, 
www.OlivetteMO.com, through the Olivette Life (published 4 times a year), using Code Red 
(for critical messaging) and now through Facebook at City of Olivette, MO.  One of our goals 
this year is to increase the number of resident emails we have, and to use those for a more 
effective, timely method of communication.  We will have more on how you can opt in to 
our email list in the coming months. 

In closing, I am very excited about all the possibilities this year will bring. I ask that you get 
informed, stay informed and most importantly, enter the conversation. If you can’t attend 
meetings, please email me or any other council member with your thoughts.  

This year is going to be great, and we want you to be a part of it.

Ruth Springer,  
Mayor



June 2015  |  3Follow Us on           http://on.fb.me/1Lj5so2

Did you know Olivette is home to a diverse population?  

Olivette continues to become more diverse.  In terms of population race characteristics, the US 
Census has detailed demographic data that breaks down into 7 primary race categories:  White, 
Black or African American, American Indian and Alaska Native, Asian, Native Hawaiian or other 
Pacific Islander, Other, and Multiracial.

Using the data as provided by the US Census, the City of Olivette is predominately White.  The 
2010 Census showed that 61% of the City identified themselves as White.  This, however, does 
reflect a drop of nearly 10% from the 2000 Census.

In comparison to the County as a whole, Olivette appears to be more diverse in every other 
identified race group, especially as it relates to Asians, where Olivette is three times more diverse 
than the County.

Did you know Olivette retains a myriad of housing options? 

The City’s housing stock is diverse as well as the population who fills it. Olivette’s housing stock includes homes built in the early 1900s to houses built 
recently as last year. In retaining a diverse and exceptional housing stock, many of our households choose to renovate their homes, expand with room additions 
and carport conversions. Other households choose to build new. Since 2009, approximately 13 new homes are built per year. There are roughly 3,367 housing 
units in total, 2,592 of which are single family, detached and attached units.  60% or over 1,067 acres are utilized for residential use. Also, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau, Olivette contains a 0% rental vacancy rate and a homeowner vacancy rate of 0.6%. With such a distinguished housing market, Olivette 
is a wonderful place to live-truly “a dynamic sense of place”.

Olivette Planning 2015

 
The Olivette City Council is in the process of 
accepting applications to fill expiring terms 
and current vacancies on the various Boards, 
Committees, and Commissions of the City.

Following is a list of Boards & Commissions for, 
which positions are available:  

• Parks & Recreation Commission 
• Board of Trustees for Retirement Plan for 
  Salaried Employees 
• Personnel Board of Appeals 
• Planning and Community Design Commission 
• Zoning Board of Adjustment 
• Land Clearance/Housing Authority 
• Economic Development Commission 
• Olivette on the Go Committee 

If you are interested in serving as a member of 
any of these Commissions, you can apply online 
at www.OlivetteMO.com, by going to the “I Want 
To” tab, and choosing “Apply for”, then “Boards, 
Commissions, & Committees”, from the drop 
down box.  

You may also apply by submitting a cover letter 
and resume outlining your qualifications and 
experience to:

City of Olivette  
ATTN:  Myra Bennett, City Clerk 
9473 Olive Boulevard 
Olivette, Missouri  63132

or by submitting your information via e-mail at 
mbennett@OlivetteMO.com.  

Please submit applications by June 18, 2015. 

For additional information regarding the duties 
and responsibilities of the various Boards 
and Commissions, please visit our website at 
www.OlivetteMO.com.  (On the drop down box, 
under the “Government” tab, click on the “Boards 
and Commissions”.)

VACANCIES
Now Accepting Applications 
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New Radio System Operational for St. Louis County Region

Do you remember the Proposition E-911 issue that was on the ballot in November 2009 for St. Louis 
County voters?  It was an issue that proposed a new communications system for the St. Louis County 
area as well as surrounding regions.  The intent was that first responders would be able to communicate 
much more effectively even if they were from different municipalities or even counties, 911 response to 
cell phone calls would be improved and the County warning siren system would reach areas where there 
were coverage gaps.  

Well, the issue passed and on April 23, 2015, the Olivette Police Department, as well as the majority of 
other agencies in the region, began using their new radios.  The new radios are digital instead of analog 

and provide a much needed improvement in emergency communications.  Officers are able to hear crystal clear transmissions and 
communicate with officers from surrounding jurisdictions on specific channels.  When multi-jurisdictional incidents occur, typically the 
number one complaint that first responders have during debriefings is the lack of ability to communicate with various personnel on the 
scene.  This new system and the new radios will provide a communications network that will allow your first responders to provide more 
effective and efficient response to your calls for service.

Thank you for your support. 
Richard F. Knox 
Chief of Police

On April 20, 2015, the Olivette Police Department’s newest officer, Jake Hoffmeister, began 
his law enforcement career with the City of Olivette.  Officer Hoffmeister graduated first in 
his class from the Eastern Missouri Law Enforcement Training Academy in November 2014.  
This May, Officer Hoffmeister will complete his Associate’s Degree in Criminal Justice from St. 
Charles Community College.  Officer Hoffmeister was born and raised in the St. Louis area 
and prior to coming to Olivette, he worked on the golf staff at Whitmoor Country Club.

Police Chief’s Corner

On April 8, 2015, the Board of Education recognized Chief Knox, as well as the rest of the 
Olivette Police Department, for their service in keeping the schools within the Ladue School 

District safe.  In recognition of the strong partnership between the school district and the 
Olivette Police, Chief Knox was presented with the Friends of Education award.  Dr. Donna Jahnke, 

the Superintendent of Ladue Schools, noted, “He has been exceptionally supportive of Old Bonhomme 
School, and his presence has provided a sense of safety to our community.”

In a letter to Chief Knox, Dr. Jahnke wrote, “This award is given to members of our community who have gone above and beyond what 
would normally be expected in order to support the Ladue School District.  While we certainly count on our local law enforcement 
officials to help ensure the safety of our students and staff, your support and partnership is exemplary; and while our expectations 
may be high, you often exceed them. Whether we are working to resolve an issue with an individual student, or addressing a situation 
impacting a much broader community, your availability, communication, guidance and willingness to collaborate with fellow law 
enforcement officials in the other municipalities we serve consistently serve our Ladue Schools community well.”

Chief Knox and many of the officers who serve with him are frequent visitors and familiar faces at Old Bonhomme Elementary School.  
Unasked, they provide a constant presence and a sense of community to the school, the students and the City of Olivette.  They are on 
a first name basis with many of our staff members who know that help is a quick phone call away should they need it.  Knowing that 
a familiar face will answer that call – whether in person or on the phone — is invaluable.

Ladue School District Honors Chief Rick Knox

Olivette Police Department Hires New Officer

Chief Rick Knox and Officer Jake  Hoffmeister
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Just a few serious sunburns can increase your child’s risk of skin cancer later in life. Kids don’t have to 
be at the pool, beach, or on vacation to get too much sun. Their skin needs protection from the sun’s 
harmful ultraviolet (UV) rays whenever they’re outdoors.

• Seek shade. UV rays are strongest and most harmful during midday, so it’s best to plan indoor 
 activities then. If this is not possible, seek shade under a tree, an umbrella, or a pop-up tent. Use 
 these options to prevent sunburn, not to seek relief after it’s happened.

• Cover up. When possible, long-sleeved shirts and long pants and skirts can provide protection 
 from UV rays. Clothes made from tightly woven fabric offer the best protection. A wet T-shirt offers much less UV protection than 
 a dry one, and darker colors may offer more protection than lighter colors. Some clothing certified under international standards 
 comes with information on its ultraviolet protection factor.

• Get a hat. Hats that shade the face, scalp, ears, and neck are easy to use and give great protection. Baseball caps are popular among 
 kids, but they don’t protect their ears and neck. If your child chooses a cap, be sure to protect exposed areas with sunscreen.

• Wear sunglasses. They protect your child’s eyes from UV rays, which can lead to cataracts later in life. Look for sunglasses that wrap 
 around and block as close to 100% of both UVA and UVB rays as possible.

• Apply sunscreen. Use sunscreen with at least SPF 15 and UVA and UVB protection every time your child goes outside. For the best 
 protection, apply sunscreen generously 30 minutes before going outdoors. Don’t forget to protect ears, noses, lips, and the tops 
 of feet.

Take sunscreen with you to reapply during the day, especially after your child swims or exercises. This applies to waterproof and water-
resistant products as well.

Follow the directions on the package for using a sunscreen product on babies less than 6 months old. All products do not have the same 
ingredients; if your or your child’s skin reacts badly to one product, try another one or call a doctor. Your baby’s best defense against 
sunburn is avoiding the sun or staying in the shade.

Keep in mind, sunscreen is not meant to allow kids to spend more time in the sun than they would otherwise. Try combining sunscreen 
with other options to prevent UV damage.

Fire Chief’s Corner

Too Much Sun Hurts…

How Can I Protect My Children from the Sun?

Turning pink?  
Unprotected skin can be damaged by the sun’s UV rays in as little as 15 minutes. Yet it can take up to 12 
hours for skin to show the full effect of sun exposure. So, if your child’s skin looks “a little pink” today, it may 
be burned tomorrow morning. To prevent further burning, get your child out of the sun.

Tan?  
There’s no other way to say it—tanned skin is damaged skin. Any change in the color of your child’s skin 
after time outside—whether sunburn or suntan—indicates damage from UV rays.

Cool and cloudy?  
Children still need protection. UV rays, not the temperature, do the damage. Clouds do not block UV rays, 
they filter them—and sometimes only slightly.

Oops!   
Kids often get sunburned when they are outdoors unprotected for longer than expected. Remember to 
plan ahead, and keep sun protection handy—in your car, bag, or child’s backpack.
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BRITISH SOCCER CAMP!
Parks & Recreation

The number one youth soccer coaching program in North 
America, British Soccer staff are selected and trained in the 
United Kingdom exclusively for youth soccer camps. All 
divisions include “The ABC’s”: individualized development of 
Agility, Balance & Coordination. Camp curriculum covers skill 
development; freestyle juggling, lift and balance instruction 
and technique, speed and control coaching. Camp fee 
includes t-shirt, take-home soccer ball, player evaluation form, 
action poster and online coaching resource. More curriculum 
specifics are available online at ChallengerSports.com.  Camp 
meets at Stacy Park, 9750 Old Bonhomme Rd, Olivette.

Register Online  by June 5th & receive a free replica jersey
Register at www.ChallengerSports.com

Camp Ages Days Dates Times Cost
First Kicks 3 - 4 Years Mon - Fri 7/20 - 7/24 9:00am - 10:00am Res/Non-Res: $72

Mini Soccer 5 - 6 Years Mon - Fri 7/20 - 7/24 10:00am - 12:00pm Res/Non-Res: $99

Half-Day 7 - 14 Years Mon - Fri 7/20 - 7/24 9:00am - 12:00pm Res/Non-Res: $123

Add-on option for Half-Day campers only

Golden Goal 7 - 14 Years Mon - Fri 7/20 - 7/24 1:00pm - 3:00pm Res/Non-Res: $45

$10 late fee applied to all registrations received after July 10th, 2015

“The #1 Youth Soccer Coaching Program”
July 20 - 24 at Stacy Park

PARTY IN THE PARK 2015!

Food and beverages will be available for purchase during 
the event from Olivette’s own Fallon’s Bar & Grill! For more 
information, please call the Parks & Recreation Department 
314.991.1249. 

Friday, June 26th

Stacy Park

6:30 - 8:30 pm    Pony Rides, Inflatables, and More!
8:30 pm       Outdoor Movie Voted by You!
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Camp registration going on NOW
Visit www.TeamSideline.com/OlivetteMO to register today

Ages Days Dates Times Cost
4 - 12 Years Mon-Fri 6/1 - 7/30 9:00am - 3:00pm Res: $72 /Non-Res: $82

Parks & Recreation

SUMMER ADVENTURE CAMP!

Only limited spots remain for the best local summer 
camp! Each week includes games, athletics, arts & crafts, 
two swim days, one field trip and transportation by 
chartered school bus. Campers bring a sack lunch each 
day. Camp meets at Stacy Park, 9750 Old Bonhomme Rd, 
Olivette.

“Out Run, Out Swim and Out Play!”

Register in one week sessions. Early and late care options available too. 
For more information please call 314.994.2402 or email opr@OlivetteMO.com

2015 OLIVETTE SUMMER YOUTH MUSICAL!

The classic musical returns to Olivette with a talented youth 

and adult cast! Join Dorothy, the Scarecrow, the Tinman, the 

Cowardly Lion and Toto as they travel the universe of Dorothy’s 

imagination. Co-production of Over Due Theatre Company 

and Olivette Parks & Recreation Department.  

Tickets $15 when purchased in advance 
Purchase at www.BrownPaperTickets.com/event/1558938

“The Wizard of OZ”
7:30 pm on July 24, 25, 31 & Aug 1 .  2:00 pm on July 26 & Aug 2 

Appropriate for all ages!

        ONLY 

A FEW SPOTS 

          LEFT
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Parks & Recreation

FALL 2015 YOUTH SOCCER LEAGUE!

Fall means soccer in Olivette! All leagues 
are recreational; scores and standings 
are kept beginning in 2nd grade. Fee 
includes uniform (shirt/shorts/socks), 
team practice time and game officials. 
Each team’s practice will be determined 
by the volunteer coach.

Fee: $87 per player and $50 for each 
additional sibling

Early Bird registration begins June 8th 
Register at www.TeamSideline.com/OlivetteMO 

Divisions Ages Length Start Scoring
Coed Pre-K: 4 - 5 years 8 Weeks Mid September No score kept

Coed Kindergarten 8 Weeks Mid September No score kept

Coed 1st Grade 8 Weeks Mid September No score kept

Girls 2nd Grade 8 Weeks Mid September Scores & Standings kept

Girls 3rd & 4th Grades 8 Weeks Mid September Scores & Standings kept

Boys 2nd Grade 8 Weeks Mid September Scores & Standings kept

Boys 3rd & 4th Grades 8 Weeks Mid September Scores & Standings kept

SAVE THE DATE

For more information visit www.OlivetteOnTheGo.com 
To volunteer, please email opr@OlivetteMO.com  

Olivette On The Go!
September 25 - 27 @ Stacy Park

After August 7, 2015; fee increases to $112 per player and $75 each additional sibling  
For more information please call 314.991.1249 or email opr@OlivetteMO.com

Highlights Include: 
• Carnival (all 3 days!)     • 5K Fun Run/Walk     • Car Show     • Olivette’s Got Talent! 
• Dj Reggie     • Soulard Blues Band     • Fabulous Motown Revue 
• Family activities & games …and much more! 
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Rain barrels and cisterns collect and store a portion of the rainwater 
from your roof. The most common type of rainwater collection system 
used by homeowners is a rain barrel. 

Rain barrels come in a variety of sizes but typically as a 55-gallon 
container that collects roof runoff.  Rain barrels can be added to any 
building with gutters and downspouts, and they have an outlet that 
can be connected to a garden hose so the rainwater can be used to 
water landscaping plants, lawns, and gardens. All rain barrels require an 
overflow port.  

Cisterns are sealed tanks that can be located above ground, partially 
buried, or below ground. Cisterns are larger than rain barrels and they 
can collect water from several downspouts from one building’s roof or 
from multiple roofs if they are large enough. Large cisterns may require 
a permit, so please check with the City before beginning the project. 
When cisterns or rain barrels are full, the overflow should be directed to a safe location away from the building foundation. 
Overflow may also connect into a dry well, rain garden, or other area where the runoff can infiltrate into the ground on your 
property.   

By collecting your roof runoff in rain barrels or cisterns, you can 
reduce stormwater runoff from your property.  Stormwater runoff 
is reduced, because you are collecting the stormwater and allowing 
it to soak into the ground when you use it for irrigation. When you 
use the rainwater to water your gardens and landscaping, you also 
use less potable (tap) water for this purpose, which can lower your 
water bills. Since rain barrels and cisterns collect rainwater for use 
on site, they can reduce the harmful effects to streams caused by 
large and rapid stormwater 
runoff flows.

Please contact the Public Works 
Department at 314.993.0252 
for more information

Public Works & Services

RAINSCAPES 
Rain Water Harvesting 

Rain Fact

One inch of rain falling on a 
10-square-foot roof can produce 
about 6 gallons of stormwater runoff. 
Roof downspouts typically direct 
the roof runoff directly onto hard 
surfaces such as driveways, streets, 
and sidewalks that prevent the water 
from soaking into the ground.

Scan this QR Code to see Fine 
Gardening Video about Rain Barrels
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Public Works & Services

SWIMMING POOLS  
Maintenance Guidelines

Filter Backwash Water Guidelines

• Backwashing is defined as the rinsing and/or cleaning of cartridge or sand filters.  Filter backwashing produces water 
 that contains pollutants such as chlorine and sediment.

• Filter backwash should be discharged to the sanitary sewer system or it may be discharged onto the pool owner’s 
 property as long as it can be absorbed into the ground.

• Filter backwash water may not be discharged off site to streets or the storm system.

• Do not allow filter backwash water to flow onto a neighboring property or street.

Guidelines For Draining Swimming Pools

Draining swimming pools usually involves a large volume of water with chlorine levels that can impact aquatic life in local 
streams.  Acceptable procedures for emptying a pool are as follows:

• A pool may be emptied by discharging to the storm water system if the chlorine content is ≤ 1 part per million and free 
 of other chemicals.

• Chlorine levels can be dissipated to acceptable levels in several days by no longer adding chlorine to the pool.

• The pH level of the water must be tested prior to discharge and must fall within a range of 5.5 – 11.5.

• The water must not be cloudy or discolored and 
 must be free of algae and contaminates.

• Pool water may be drained on the owner’s proper- 
 ty, providing that it goes to a drainage channel, or  
 along the curb line gutter of a paved street.

• The water must be monitored to ensure that it does 
 not cause any erosion of the drainage channels.

• Discharges of pool water containing po- 
 llutants such as chlorine, sediment, or or- 
 ganic debris must be drained to the sanitary 
 sewers.
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Public Works & Services

What is the Roadway Right of Way? 

The  Roadway Right of- Way (ROW) is the dedicated area in which 
public improvements may be placed. It includes public streets 
and sidewalks, the grassy area that lies between a street and 
a sidewalk and public utility lines. The Right-of-Way is owned 
by the City and may extend several feet beyond the street or 
sidewalk onto unpaved areas.  The right of way begins where 
a private property ends.  Residents can refer to their property 
survey to locate where the right-of-way begins.

Who maintains the City right-of-way? 

City crews maintain the trees that are within the right-of-way, but adjacent property owners are responsible for making 
sure the grass is mowed and landscaping is maintained.  Adjacent property owners are responsible for making sure that 
the right-of-way stays clear of debris and that no shrubs or planted materials interfere with pedestrian or vehicular traffic.  

Can I plant anything within the right-of-way?

Generally, when you plant trees, shrubs, and hedges, you must do so on  your property; however, some special planting of 
trees in the right of way is authorized by permit.  The permit  allows the City to insure certain arbor cultural specifications 
and standards of practice are adhered to. Trees can beautify, add privacy, offer protection from the sun and wind and 
act as sound barrier; but care must be taken to insure they do not obstruct a driver’s vision or traffic signs, interfere with 
a pedestrian’s use of sidewalk, up-heave sidewalk or driveway aprons, or cause unusual or unnecessary maintenance 
problems. The permit is obtained from the Public Services Department and any questions should be directed to the Public 
Works Division by calling 993-0252. Residents who plant trees within the right of way without a permit may be required to 
relocate the planting.  There is no fee for this permit.

Can utilities interfere with right-of-way plantings?

Yes, underground and overhead utilities can make planting trees especially difficult.  Overhead utilities may prevent 
you from planting a tree, or it may mean that you can only plant a small ornamental variety.  Depending on the type of 
underground utility, there may be a risk that tree roots would become entangled with buried cable, water or natural gas 
lines.  There is particular concern that high winds that occur during storms may damage trees, which could then damage 
utility services located above or below ground.

PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY 
Planting Requirements
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