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...in the center of it all
Life

 CITY CENTER
1140 Dielman Road is a busy work zone, as work on the new 
City Center remains in high-gear. Crews continue to “button-
up” the outside of building, while framing work begins on 
the inside. Driving by, one will see the beautiful masonry 
work on the back and north end of the building. Furniture 
and moving contracts are in place, as well as audio-visual and 
communication services. With a move-in date set for mid-
March, staff and consultants are working to ensure a smooth 
transition for our first responders and administrative staff. The 
project remains within budget, and although the wet weather 
of June and July has taken a toll on weather days, the project 
is moving forward along schedule. 

MAYOR APPOINTMENT
On May 26, 2016, Mayor Ruth Springer was installed as a Board Member of the Municipal League of Metro St. Louis. The 
Municipal League of Metro St. Louis, founded in 1918, serves as a network for municipal officers; advocates for county, 
state and federal legislation that helps municipalities better serve their residents; and improves quality and efficacy of 
municipal government through training, education, research and best practices. 

As a Board Member Mayor Springer will have the opportunity to help shape legislative priorities and ensure that 
Olivette residents are well represented at the regional and state levels. 

OLD BONHOMME 
ROAD IMPROVEMENTS
Work on Old Bonhomme Road continues at a rapid 
pace (when weather permits). Crews have been 
working ten-hour days and most Saturdays. The 
current schedule calls for the project to be completed 
by mid November. Travel continues to be one-way 
westward in the construction zones. City staff and 
Spencer Contracting continue to look for ways to 
expedite the project, while maintaining a safe work 
area. The patience of the residents and commuters 
along Old Bonhomme Road has been greatly 
appreciated. Many people have commented on the 
improved look and safety of the new sidewalks.
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CITY OF OLIVETTE
As we continue the “season” in Olivette now known as 
Construction, the Old Bonhomme Road project is near 
completion of the second segment and work will begin 
on the last prtion shortly. That phase will encompass 
Dielman Road west to Lynne Court. Traffic is expected 
to, once again, run westbound only in that area. Old 
Bonhomme will be milled and resurfaced after sidewalks, 
curbs and gutters have been installed. Please look for 
signage and additional information on the website to 
assist you in driving along Old Bonhomme. As always, 
the speed limit in the construction zone is 20mph and 
is meant to protect the safety of the workers. Please 
do not exceed the speed limit and pay attention while 
driving through that area. Lastly, do not drive against the 

designated traffic direction. 

Have you seen how much work has been done on the new Municipal Center! The second floor 
concrete has been poured, the brick façade is being put into place, rooms are clearly delineated, 
and we are moving closer and closer to completion. While all of these are exciting aspects of the 
new building, I’m very pleased to report that the money you authorized for this project is being 
spent wisely and carefully. This building will be extremely functional. Consideration of uses has 
been given to every aspect of the building and residents should know that decisions were made, 
with value in mind. 

On other construction notes, the North Price Road Improvement District Project is expected to 
be completed by the end of August. This project has taken considerable time, but the outcome 
has been beneficial not only to the businesses on North Price Road in providing a new and much 
improved roadway and sidewalk, but to the City as well. These projects tend to increase the 
number of new businesses relocating into the area, which brings revenue and jobs to the city. 

As our Municipal Center move-in date looms closer and closer, the City has sent out a Request 
for Proposal (RFP) to redevelop our current City Hall site. On Wednesday, July 27th, the City 
Council authorized the release of an RFP to the development community. This request not only 
encompassed our current City Hall site, but aggregated the adjoining 2 properties immediately 
to our west. The proposed redevelopment area is approximately 2.9 acres. The request is seeking 
development proposals for mixed use development. We are looking forward to submissions 
from the development community by August 31st. These submissions will be reviewed by 
City staff, the Economic Development Commission and our advisors, Development Strategies. 
Following their review, recommendations will be made to the City Council for final consideration. 

Each year the City Council spends an entire day on long range planning for the City. At our 
all day “retreat”, we discussed long range redevelopment along Olive Blvd., communicating 
with the public, i.e. newsletter, Facebook, Coffee with the Mayor, website etc., as well as a 
variety of other topics. One of those topics was the Olivette on the Go Festival. The number 
of volunteers needed to plan and execute an event of this size and scope is considerable. For 
the last several years, the number of volunteers for this event has waned. This year, we had 3 
resident volunteers at our meetings. After careful consideration and conversation, the council 
has decided to suspend the Olivette on the Go event. On September 23rd, the City will host a 
“Parties in the Park” at Warson Park. This will be a fun event for the entire community. I hope 
you will come out and enjoy the evening. 

The Park and Recreation Commission is currently looking at all park usage. A Parks Master Plan, 
that will encompass all of our parks, will be undertaken. The Master Plan, along with a recent 
survey, will help guide us as we evaluate the needs of the community in conjunction with the 
overall park system. Our goal is to provide park programming and events that not only meets 
the needs of the community but can be sustained through citizen participation. 

On September 21th, Social Hour with the Mayor begins at 5:30pm at City Hall. On August 24th, 
October 26th, and November 30th, Coffee with the Mayor happens at 8:45am at City Hall. Please 
mark your calendars and check the website to see who will be the special guest. This is a great 
opportunity to get answers to your questions, find out all the latest information and learn new 
things about the City. Whether you Facebook, go to our website, attend a coffee or social hour 
with the Mayor, come to one of the three meetings the Council has each month or read this 
newsletter , I urge residents to take every opportunity to get informed about what’s going on in 
our City. I look forward to seeing you at one of our meetings or events.

Ruth Springer,  
Mayor

Council Contact Information
Ruth Springer Missy Waldman
Mayor Council Member
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Maxine Weil City of Olivette
Council Member 9473 Olive Blvd.
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Message From The Mayor

Mayor Ruth Springer
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Police Chief’s Corner

Police Chief Rick Knox

Last month marked the 2-year anniversary of the encounter 
between Ferguson Police Officer Darren Wilson and Michael 
Brown. Since that time, American law enforcement has been 
under immense scrutiny. At the heart of the matter is an ap-
parent distrust of police officers; a feeling that officers cannot 
be relied on to treat all individuals, regardless of race or eth-
nicity, fairly. This is not a new idea. It has existed for decades, 
centuries probably, but the events that unraveled that day in 
Ferguson sparked a huge powder keg. Let it be known - there 
are police officers who lack integrity, are dishonest, act uneth-
ically and violate peoples’ rights. And when those officers are 
identified, they are brought to bear the consequences of their 
actions. But those officers represent a very small percentage 
of the officers that serve in over 18,000 law enforcement 
agencies around the country. Let this also be known - I have 
been a police officer for over 38 years and I have never known 
one cop who wanted to maliciously hurt someone or violate 
someone’s rights. The vocal minority is loud and we are 
listening. There must be a paradigm shift in order to restore 
their faith in the law enforcement profession. We all must be 
able to recognize our short-comings so that we are able to 
understand each other’s points of view. We all must be able 
to agree to disagree, at times perhaps, in order to grow as a 
country and move forward. But violence is not the answer.

I have many emotions as I think about our fallen officers who 
wear the Badge. As of August 3, 2016, 70 police officers across 
the Country have died in the line of duty so far this year. Al-
though Line of Duty Deaths are down so far this year, 33 have 
died because of gunfire. This statistic is up 83% from just last 

year. Our job as police officers is 
very hard and tragedies like those 
faced lately make it very stressful. 
Since the senseless acts of violence 
in Dallas, Baton Rouge, Kansas City 
and Ballwin, the Olivette Police 
Department has seen an outpour-
ing of support from its residents, 
business owners and citizens. From 
all of us, thank you very much. 
Whether it’s a plate of cookies, a 
case of water or a simple, “Thank you 
for your service”, knowing that “you have our six” (you have 
our backs) is a daily reminder of why we took an oath to serve 
and protect yours. Olivette is an amazing community and the 
relationship that exists between the public and the Police De-
partment is very strong. Community policing and community 
engagement are concepts that we strongly believe in and will 
continue to practice in our daily operations. 

Moving forward, police departments of all shapes and sizes 
must build close-knit relationships with the communities and 
citizens that they serve. There must be an understanding of 
the trials and tribulations that we all face in order to develop 
solutions that work for us all. While the loss of our colleagues 
may evoke many emotions in each of us as it has me, I hope 
and pray that we will use our experience and training to help 
bridge the gap between us and those in our own communi-
ties who depend on us as their community partners. 

POSSIBLE SIGNS OF DRUG USE
During a recent “Coffee with the Mayor”, a concerned 
resident asked about signs of possible drug use/abuse. As 
a response to that, here are some indicators that someone 
you care about may be using or abusing drugs or alcohol. 
The majority of these signs are geared toward children; 
however, depending on the situation, they can apply 
to everyone. Also, please be mindful that there may be 
other reasons for people to display any of the following 
behaviors. What is important to consider is a person’s 
pattern of behavior and the number of signs he/she 
may be exhibiting. If you would like more information or 
professional assistance, contact the National Council on 
Alcoholism & Drug Abuse (NCADA) www.ncada-stl.org 

 

Is this person becoming more:

• Irritable • Uncooperative

• Violent • Depressed

• Negative

Is it more difficult to communicate with this person?

Does this person refuse to talk about: 

• Alcohol and other drugs  

• Activities with friends

• Negative effects of alcohol
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Police Chief’s Corner
 Does this person show any of these physical symptoms:

• Increased sensitivity to smell, touch or taste

• Extra large or small pupils of the eyes 

• Excessive giggling 

• Disorientation

• Red eyes

• Excessive coughing

Is this person becoming less responsible about:

• Doing chores

• Coming home on time

• Personal cleanliness

• Money

Has your child recently:

• Stolen money or property

• Dropped out of school

•  Insisted the drugs or alcohol you found were not his 
or hers

• Come home with strange stains on his/her clothing

• Changed peer groups

• Lost interest in school, sports, and other activities

• Refused to go to school

• Talked about dropping out of school

• Started wearing long sleeves

• Come home smelling like alcohol or smoke

• Asked to consume liquor in the house

• Hidden liquor, beer or wine in his/her bedroom
Information provided by NCADA

OLIVETTE POLICE DEPARTMENT TAKING BACK UNWANTED PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

On Saturday, October 22, 2016, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., the 
Olivette Police Department and the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) will host another National Drug Take 
Back event. This will be the 12th collaborative event in six 
years aimed at preventing pill abuse and theft by helping 
citizens rid their homes of potentially dangerous expired, 
unused, and unwanted prescription drugs. Bring your pills 
for disposal to City Hall at 9473 Olive Boulevard. (The DEA 
cannot accept inhalers, needles or sharps.) The service is free 
and anonymous, no questions asked.

The majority of prescription drug abusers report in surveys 
that they get their drugs from friends and family. Americans 
understand that cleaning out old prescription drugs from 
medicine cabinets, kitchen drawers, and bedside tables 
reduces accidents, thefts, and the misuse and abuse of these 
medicines, including the opioid painkillers that accounted 
for 20,808 drug overdoses—78 a day—in 2014 (the most 
recent statistics from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention). Eight out of 10 new heroin users began by 
abusing prescription painkillers and moved to heroin when 
they could no longer obtain or afford those painkillers. 

During the last Take Back event held in April 2016, the DEA, 
with its law enforcement partners around the country, 
collected 893,498 pounds (446.75 tons) of medications. 
This is the most ever collected during one of the weekend 
campaigns. The State of Missouri’s contribution to this 
record-setting amount was 43,975 lbs. (21.99 tons); an 
amount that ranked 6th in the Nation.

“These results show that more Americans than ever are 
taking the important step of cleaning out their medicine 
cabinets and making homes safe from potential prescription 
drug abuse or theft,” said DEA Acting Administrator Chuck 
Rosenberg

As always, if you cannot make the Take Back Day event, the 
Olivette Police Department accepts medications for disposal 
year-round, Monday - Friday, 8:00AM - 5:00PM.

TURKEY 
TROT 5K
Nov 24 • 8:00am 
Stacy Park
For more information and to register: 

https://racesonline.com/events/olivette-turkey-trot/registration

3RD
ANNUAL
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Fire Chief’s Corner

Fire Chief Scott Avery

I often hear that my articles are similar each month and that 
they are always about safety issues. So I set out this time 
to write about something different. The problem is when 
I looked at my notes for the issues we have been hearing 
about it was the same things, people fell at their house and 
could not get to the door so the firefighters had to find a way 
to get in. Someone’s smoke detector is beeping at two in the 
morning and they do not know what to do or the CO alarm is 
going off and the residents are still inside when we get there. 
So with a focus on doing something different going forward 
here are the reminders once again. Please do not hesitate to 
talk to your friends and neighbors as they may not read our 
newsletter.

RAPID ACCESS PROGRAM 
When responding to 911 calls, firefighters and paramedics 
occasionally find themselves unable to enter a residence 
because the patient’s condition has rendered them unable 
to unlock the door. Because time is a critical factor in 
emergency situations, Paramedics are sometimes required 
to enter the home by force, causing a delay in patient 
care as well as property damage that can be costly for the 
homeowner to repair. Seeking to reduce instances of forced 
entry, the Olivette Fire Department has developed a program 
called Rapid Access that enables firefighters and paramedics 
to reach patients quickly and safely. 

HOW DOES RAPID ACCESS WORK? 
Olivette residents interested in participating in Rapid Access 
may notify the Olivette Fire Department requesting a Kidde 
key box, a representative will assist you with the necessary 
paperwork and installation. The code for your box will 
be pre-installed prior to installation and ensure that it is 
entered into East Central Dispatch’s computer database. The 
code is only known to the dispatch center and Olivette Fire 
Department. 

If a 911 call is placed from a home participating in Rapid 
Access, dispatchers will send the code to the responding 
unit, enabling emergency personnel to enter your home and 
provide care your code is only accessed if someone calls 911. 
If you have questions about Rapid Access, please call us at 
314-993-0408. Someone will be glad to address any concerns 
you may have.   

SMOKE ALARMS 
Replacing your smoke alarms

Replace all smoke alarms when they are 10 years old. To 
determine the age of your smoke alarm, look at the back 
where you will find the date of manufacture. Smoke alarms 
should be replaced 10 years from the date of manufacture. 

Immediately replace any smoke 
alarm that does not respond 
properly when tested. Replace 
combination smoke-carbon 
monoxide alarms according 
to the manufacturer’s 
recommendations.

TESTING SMOKE 
ALARMS
Smoke alarms should be 
maintained according to manufacturer’s instructions. Test 
smoke alarms at least once a month using the test button. 
Make sure everyone in the home understands the sound 
of the smoke alarm and knows how to respond. Follow 
manufacturer’s instructions for cleaning to keep smoke 
alarms working well. The instructions are included in the 
package or can be found on the internet. Smoke alarms with 
non-replaceable 10-year batteries are designed to remain 
effective for up to 10 years. 

Smoke alarms with any other type of battery need a new 
battery at least once a year. If that alarm chirps, warning the 
battery is low, replace the battery right away. When replacing 
a battery, follow manufacturer’s list of batteries on the back 
of the alarm or manufacturer’s instructions. Manufacturer’s 
instructions are specific to the batteries (brand and model) 
that must be used. The smoke alarm may not work properly if 
a different kind of battery is used. 

CARBON MONOXIDE ALARMS 
How can you protect yourself from carbon monoxide?

•  Make sure appliances are installed and working according 
to manufacturers’ instructions and local building codes.

•  Never use unvented appliances — make sure all appliances 
are fully vented to the outdoors.

•  Have the heating system, chimney and flue inspected and 
cleaned by a qualified technician every year.

•  Do not use ovens and gas ranges to heat your home.

•  Do not burn charcoal, kerosene lanterns or portable camp 
stoves inside a home, cabin, recreational vehicle or camper.

•  Do not operate gasoline-powered engines inside buildings.

•  Never leave your car or mower running in a closed garage.

•  Make sure your furnace has an adequate intake of  
outside air.

•  Install a CO detector with an audible alarm in your home 
and garage.
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Fire Chief’s Corner
Every home should have a working CO 
detector: It may save your life. Carbon 
monoxide alarms are designed to activate 
before potentially life-threatening levels 
of CO are reached. 

CO detectors should be easily self-tested 
and reset to ensure proper functioning

For maximum effectiveness while you 
sleep, CO detectors should be placed as 
close to sleeping areas as possible. At 
least one CO detector on each level of the 
house is a great idea.

What should I do if the carbon monoxide 
detector goes off?

•  Verify that it is your CO detector and not 
your smoke detector.

•  Check to see if any member of the 
household is experiencing symptoms of 
CO poisoning.

•  If they are having symptoms, get 
everyone out of the house immediately, 
call 911 and report that your carbon 
monoxide detector is sounding and 
people feel ill.

•  If no one is feeling symptoms, ventilate 
the home with fresh air and turn off all 
potential sources of CO. That includes 
your oil or gas furnace, gas water heater, 
gas range and oven, gas dryer, gas or 
kerosene space heater, and any vehicle 
or small engine.

•  Contact the local gas company.

•  Have a qualified technician inspect your 
fuel-burning appliances and chimneys. 
They can make sure everything is 
operating correctly and nothing is 
blocking fumes from being vented 
outside.

That about does it for the focus of this 
quarter. As I stated this is based on what 
we as a Department are called for on a 
regular basis and should be important to 
the residents of our community. As always 
if you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to call me at the Fire Station

Respectfully,

Scott Avery 
Fire Chief

OLIVETTE IN BLOOM SUMMER 2016 UPDATE 
Olivette in Bloom is a nonprofit organization with the mission “to promote 
the natural beauty and harmony by designing, planting, and maintaining 
garden sites in selected public grounds in the City of Olivette.” 

OIB volunteers maintain three public gardens: at Stacy Park, Veteran’s 
Garden and the Olivette Community Center. We design and maintain the 
gardens, and raise funds for through individual and corporate donations. 
More than 40 volunteers work to maintain these gardens from March 
through November every year. OIB works closely with and appreciates the 
support of the City of Olivette. 

Additionally, our members are involved with several other projects in the 
Olivette community:

•  Participate in the Parks Department Weed Warriors initiative to eradicate 
the honeysuckle on the north side of the Olivette Community Center. 
With this area cleared, OIB donated five dogwood trees, planted ground 
cover and spread mulch under the trees.

•  In April, OIB conducted the second annual Missouri Native Plant sale at 
Stacy Park. Several OIB “plant experts” provided advice and insight to 
shoppers. More than 1,000 native plants were sold. 

•  Participated in the controlled burn at Stacy Park in March

•  OIB is also working on two gardening initiatives at Old Bonhomme 
School. First, Kate Pichon Hellmann, an Old Bonhomme Parent and 
gardening enthusiast, has reclaimed the school’s vegetable garden. She 
is working with several teachers to incorporate the garden into their 
curriculum and to use it as a learning space. 

•  Kate is also turning a previously unused spot on the school grounds 
into a Native Garden. OIB donated 100 native plants to the effort. Old 
Bonhomme students helped plant the new plants and will help maintain 
the garden. 

•  The Board of Directors of Olivette in Bloom voted to make a donation 
to the landscape of the new Olivette City Center, when the building is 
completed.

Are you interested in being a part of a productive community organization 
and helping to further our mission? We can always use more volunteers 
for our three gardens. Much of the work is scheduled for only one to 
two hours on one Saturday a month March through November. (Call our 
volunteer coordinator Jan Fitzgerald at 314 991-4954)

There is also opportunity to work on the new gardens at Old Bonhomme 
School, especially over the summer when the students and teachers are 
not onsite. (Call Jasmine Fazarri 314 569-1175)

Want to be a Honeysuckle Warrior? The Olivette Parks Department is 
coordinating the honeysuckle project and always needs more help. Call 
them at (314-991-1249) to get on their email list for dates and times.

OIB has grown in scope and size. We appreciate the time and efforts of all 
our volunteers. Come join us to make new friends, learn about gardening, 
and contribute to the community. You will be glad you did!
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Planning & Development
UPDATES

I-170 Interchange Gateway District. KEAT Properties, LLC is 
preparing a commercial mixed use redevelopment project for 
City review late August or early September so as to commence 
the meeting of a Tax Increment Finance (TIF) Commission. 
Once submitted to the City, the City has hired development 
consultants, Development Strategies, and bond counsel, 
Gilmore & Bell, to prepare a redevelopment plan and conduct a 

and redevelopment plan? A redevelopment plan is prepared 

to be in need of development due to conditions of “blight” 
or hampered by poor infrastructure. The I-170 Interchange 

of the City’s Strategic Plan: Dynamic Sense of Place. The 
redevelopment project is the proposed mixed use commercial 
development that has been prepared by KEAT Properties.

The TIF Commission. The TIF Commission will consist of a 
12-member board, with 6-members appointed by St. Louis 
County, 3-members by the City of Olivette, 2-members by 
the school district, and 1-member appointed to represent 
other taxing districts (such as MSD, County Library, St. Louis 
Community College, or Special School District).

warranted for the redevelopment project (KEAT Properties 
proposal). This is generally termed as the “but for” test. The 
TIF Commission will assess whether the redevelopment area 

not been subject to growth and development through private 
investment and is not reasonably anticipated to be developed 

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

Notices of the public hearing will be published twice in the local 
newspaper, the �rst time not more than thirty days and the 
second time not more than ten days prior to the TIF Commission’s 
public hearing. 

Keep track of the progress of the I-170 Gateway District  
redevelopment plan via the City’s website at 
www.olivettemo.com.

City Center Request for Proposals. The City Council has authorized 
the release of a request for proposals (RFP) to redevelop the 
current municipal center at 9473 Olive Boulevard along with 
the two adjacent properties to the west, including 9495 Olive 
Boulevard and 9499 Olive Boulevard. Known as the Project Area, 
the 3-properties combined total nearly 3-acres. The primary goal 
of redevelopment for the Project Area is to initiate development 
of a broader town center with community amenities and mixed 
uses. The Request for Proposal document calls for a density 
that would take advantage of the Project Area’s central location 
within Olivette and along Olive Boulevard with the intent to 
catalyze additional development. These goals are in line with 
the uses envisioned in the City’s 2006 Strategic Plan: Dynamic 
Sense of Place. The deadline for proposals was set for August 
31, 2016. Proposal will then be reviewed by the City’s Economic 
Development Commission. Keep tract of the RFP developments 
via the City’s website at 
www.olivettemo.com.

Plant Science and Technology Area Master Plan. The St. Louis 
County Economic Development Partnership is spearheading 

St. Louis County. The plan will establish a comprehensive 
framework to support a thriving and connected district which:

Drives economic growth by promoting the St. Louis region’s 
global leadership in plant and life sciences.

Expands workforce opportunity and job creation at all levels.

Encourages innovation and entrepreneurship.

Promotes sustainable practices.

Establishes a mix of active uses and promotes access to 
diverse housing options.

Engages with local education and industry partners and local 
communities.

Olivette is proactively engaging with the Partnership to 
highlight Olivette’s resources, whether industrial space along 
Baur Boulevard, the City’s commercial corridor along Olive 
Boulevard, and the vast parks and recreation amenities 
the City has. The City’s website will actively follow the 
progress of the plan. A direct link is also available via www.
plantsciencemasterplan.com.

Earlier this year, the St. Louis Economic Development 
Partnership initiated the process for the creation of a research 
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Planning & Development
and innovation district master plan that will establish a 
comprehensive framework to support a thriving and connected 
district which focuses on St. Louis global leadership in plant and 
life sciences industries. Innovation districts can be described 
as areas where the clustering of anchor research institutions, 
high-growth firms, and start-ups spur the creation and 
commercialization of new ideas. 

As announced by Sheila Sweeney, CEO of the St. Louis Economic 
Development Partnership (SLEDP):

“The SLEDP has received a large federal grant to develop a 
600-acre innovation hub in Creve Coeur. The area is home 
to ag-tech giants like the Donald Danforth Plant Science 
Center, Bio-Research & Development Growth Park and Helix 
Center—all hubs of major scientific breakthroughs. Through 
a series of walking and biking trails, cafés, coffee shops, 
residential and retail, this will be a thriving district anchored 
by the best plant scientists in the world. The innovation 
hub’s master planning process is underway. Artist renderings 
for this new suburban district have recently been available 
through a series of public forums. To oversee the process, the 
SLEDP has added a leadership role which is solely focused on 
the ag-sector. The organization has also adopted the theme 
St. Louis grown. Agriculture is something St. Louis has vast 
experience with, and that’s why the partnership is investing 
major resources into growing ag-tech.”

Generally, the plan focuses on creating walkable, bikeable, 
green spaces within the district area that attracts and 
encourages new development. The planning area’s proximity 
to the abundance of residential housing, amenities, and 
fantastic schools further amplifies an inviting atmosphere to 
attract and retain business and families relocating to St. Louis 
for employment in the ag-tech sector. The area is meant to be 
welcoming and community-oriented. Connectivity is the key so 
that whether you come to work or live in the area, the district 
becomes an amenity for you. 

Olivette is proactively engaging with the SLEDP to discuss 
communal social and physical assets such as parks and 
recreational facilities that tie the planning area to the broader 
community. The incorporation of shared resources, nearby 
amenities, and strategic place-making concurrently strengthens 
the growth and attractiveness of innovation districts.

Ayers Saint Gross (ASG), a master planning and architecture 
firm, has led the effort on behalf of the St. Louis Economic 
Development Partnership and the stakeholder groups. In 
addition to producing the Plant Science and Technology Master 
Plan, ASG will provide the implementation strategy, governance 
strategy, and branding strategy for the area. The target date for 
the final plans and brand is Fall 2016. 

SLEDP invites the Olivette community to engage in the 
grassroots planning process. The SLEDP encourages you to 
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Planning & Development
please visit www.plantsciencemasterplan.com to browse the 
plan documents, find the next public forum, participate in 
discussion, and share ideas. Janet Wilding, Vice President of 
Major Projects for SLEDP may be reached at 314.615.7669 or 
jkwilding@stlpartnership.com. 

BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION
2015 Building Codes. On June 2016, the City Council adopted 
the 2015 building codes published by the International Code 
Council (ICC). The ICC is an association dedicated to developing 
model codes and standards used in the design, build and 
compliance process to construct safe, sustainable, affordable 
and resilient structures.

In adopting the ICC codes, building plans submitted for 
permitting must now adhere to the 2015 International Building 
Codes, the 2015 International Existing Building Code, the 2016 
International Residential Code, and the 2016 International 
Property Maintenance Code. Saint Louis County is still 
contracted to oversee permitting and inspections dealing with 
electrical, plumbing, and mechanical improvements. St. Louis 
County utilizes the 2009 International Mechanical Code, 2009 
International Plumbing Code, and the 2008 National Electrical 
Code.

ISO Rating. With the recent building code updates adopted 
by the City Council, the Insurance Services Offices (ISO) has 
reinstated Olivette’s Class 4 insurance rating. The Insurance 
Services Offices (ISO) provides statistical information and 
analytics for insurance underwriting.

In the March 2016 Olivette Life Newsletter, it was noted that the 
ISO had dropped Olivette’s ISO rating from a Class 4 to a Class 9. 
While the City maintained or increased its performance relating 
staff knowledge and enforcement, the utilization of 2006 
building codes led to the drop.

The next ISO review will be in 2024.

Campaign Signs. As the November nears, remember the City 
of Olivette rules and regulations regarding Campaign and 
Political Signs. Campaign and Political Signs show support for 
a particular candidate or particular ballot question which is 
currently scheduled to appear on the November 8th ballot. 
Every property in Olivette, regardless of zoning or lot size, may 
place up to 4- Campaign and Political Signs. These may be 
for the same candidate, cause, or variation of, so long as the 
number of signs does not exceed a total of four per lot. No 
permit is necessary. 

All signs shall comply with the following:

•  may not be illuminated, sandwich boards, or 
V-shaped;

•  may not exceed an area of 4-square feet;

•  may not exceed a height of 3-feet measured from the 
ground;

•  must be placed at least 10-feet from the roadway 
curb; and

• be placed with consent of the property owner.

Any signs that fail to comply with the parameters above will 
be removed by City staff and placed at the front door of the 
nearest property. Promptly remove all campaign signs following 
Election Day. Campaign signs not removed within a reasonable 
amount of time after the election will be in violation of the City 
of Olivette’s Sign Regulations (Chapter 415).

For additional information regarding the City of Olivette’s sign 
regulations, contact Public Services’ Department of Planning 
and Community Development at (314) 993-0252.

PARTY IN THE PARK 2.0
6:30 pm • THRILL ZONE!

• Bungee Jump 
• Climbing Wall 
• Zip Line 
•  Mechanical Bull 

(over 14 years only)
•  Inflatables for younger 

children
• and more…!

DJ REGGIE DANCE PARTY!
Bring your own dinner or purchase dinner onsite. 

FREE!

oLIVEtte-Sept-12-pager.indd   9 8/21/16   12:43 PM



www.OlivetteMO.com10  |  September 2016

Public Works

RESIDENTIAL SANITARY SEWER 
LATERAL REPAIR PROGRAM

The Public Works Department manages the resident funded 
Sanitary Sewer Lateral Program to repair defective laterals. The 
lateral is the pipe that connects the interior waste plumbing 
to the Metropolitan Sewer District main. Laterals are typically 
6” in diameter and either vitreous clay pipe (VCP) or polyvinyl 
chloride (PVC).  

The program reimburses property owners 80% of the repair 
cost, up to a maximum reimbursement of $3500.00. 

Lateral defects that qualify for repair through the program are: 
•  Collapsed or broken to the extent that adequate flow is 

not permitted.

• Severe offset of a joint that does not permit adequate flow.
• Severe back fall or belly that does not permit adequate flow.
•  Failure of the lateral integrity that allows ground water to 

enter the sanitary sewer system
• Severe blockage that cannot be physically cleaned out.

If you are considering selling your house, it is recommended 
that you inspect the property sewer lateral at the beginning of 
the sales process. 

If you experience any issues with the lateral at your property 
or have any questions, please call the Public Works office at 
314-993-0252 for valuable information regarding the program.

ALL OLIVETTE GARAGE SALE 
September 10, 2016

Join the community-wide Garage Sale for free! The permit 
fee is waived for Olivette residents this day only. The sale is 
advertised through local newspapers and craigslist. Maps of 
participating homes will be posted on the City’s website on 
Sept 9th. Printed maps may be pick-up at the Community 
Center on Friday, September 9 from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 
and on Saturday, September 10 between 8:30 am-1:00 pm. 
Participants may pick-up a special yard sign with a  
refundable $5 deposit.

Registration deadline is September 2nd. Register online at 
OlivetteParksandRec.com
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Parks & Recreation

Olivette resident Gerald Axelbaum begins the  
prescribed burn of the Stacy Prairie in March 2016.

Olivette resident Linda 
Kocher spreads straw mulch on 
newly planted milkweed in June 2016.

the careful supervision of Olivette resident Gerald Axelbaum. 
A certified “burn boss”, Gerald monitored the weather, wind 
and atmospheric conditions to ensure a safe and efficient 
burn. He was assisted by volunteer residents and City staff 
in carrying out the burn. Following the burn, the prairie 
rebounded with a wonderful wildflower bloom this spring, 

summer and now continues into the fall. 

In June, the City 
received a 
grant of 138 
milkweed plugs 
for the prairie from 
Monarch Watch, a 
nonprofit education, 
conservation, and 
research program 
based at the University 
of Kansas focusing 
on the monarch 
butterfly, its habitat, 
and its spectacular 
fall migration. Olivette 
residents again assisted 
City staff in planting all 
138 plugs on a hot June 
day. The plugs quickly filled 
out and continue to thrive. 
They will hopefully serve as 
hosts for Monarch butterfly 
caterpillars each year. 

Late this fall, the Prairie will receive 
its first reseeding since 2008. Future year plans include 
adding interpretive signs on prairie habitat and native 
pollinators and birds and installing access points for visitors 
to experience the prairie up close. To learn more about the 
Stacy Prairie or to volunteer on future projects, please visit 
OlivetteParksandRec.com.

FIELD NOTES: 
STACY PARK PRAIRIE

Established in 2008, the three acre 
reconstructed prairie in Stacy Park offers a 
diverse community of native grasses and 
wildflowers. These plants provide an important 
food source for native birds and pollinators. A 
vibrant prairie, with diverse native plants and 
healthy soil, requires planned management. This includes 
monitoring and removing invasive species, replanting and 
reseeding with native plants and using periodic prescribed or 
“controlled” burns. 

This year, the Stacy Prairie has benefited from the care and 
expertise of volunteer Olivette residents providing important 
care. In March, the prairie was burned for the first time under 

BOO BASH
Saturday, October 22 
5:00 – 8:00 pm 
Warson Park
Ages 2-12 years $6 each  Adults $3 each

Games! Costume Contest (youth & adult divisions), 
Dinner, Face Painting, Performers! And tons of fun! 

Register online at TeamSideLine.com/OlivetteMo
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Auto Beauty Specialist 1223 North Price Rd Auto body repair shop

Purvis Industries 1212 Dielman Industrial Ct Mechanical power transmission distributor

LuLu's Asian Kitchen Olivette Center, 9624 Olive Blvd Restaurant

Rezults Hair Salon Olivette Plaza, 9449-A Olive Blvd Hair salon

Community REsponse 9378 Olive Blvd Individual and Family Services

Midlife by Design 9378 Olive Blvd Individual and Family Services

NAACP Regional Offices Olivette Corporate Center, 9666 Olive Blvd Regional agency offices

Easter Seals Midwest Adult Day Center 1143 Olivette Executive Pkwy Adult day services

EV Trading, LLC 9611 Dielman Rock Island Industrial Dr Distributor of car electronic parts

Hawx, LLC 9635 Dielman Rock Island Industrial Dr Pest control services

Ready Readers 10403 Baur Blvd Nonprofit offices

MedNet, Inc. 10405 Baur Blvd Medical billing

Visiting Personal Care Attendants, LLC 9270 Olive Blvd., Suite A Home Health Care Services

Business Address Description

Visit OlivetteMo.com & stop by these brand new businesses!

FRESH FOOD
Each year, cities participating in the St Louis Area Insurance Trust receive funds earmarked for 
improving employee health and wellness. Past wellness initiatives have included purchasing of 
pedometers and walking (step) challenges. This year, the City’s Employee Wellness Committee 
found a new way to encourage healthy living – through healthy eating. The City 
joined the community sponsored agriculture (CSA), Seeds of Hope. A project of the 
Community Action Agency of St Louis County, the Seeds of Hope Farms produce a 
wide variety of seasonal, organically-grown vegetables. Each week City staff pick up 
fresh produce from the farms. Staff members share the produce as well as healthy 
recipes! City Firefighters use the produce as a part of their regular meal preparations. 
For more information about Seeds of Hope: https://seedsofhopefarm.org
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