
December 2016Volume XVIII, Issue IV www.OlivetteMO.com

...in the center of it all
Life

BE A PART 
   OF HISTORY

December 13 Opening of candidate filings (8:00 a.m.) for the City of Olivette for the April 4th General Municipal Election 

January 3 Closing of candidate filings (5:00 p.m.) for the City of Olivette for the April 4th General Municipal Election 

March 8 Last day to register for the April 4th General Municipal Election

April 4 ELECTION DAY, Polls open from 6:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

April 4, 2017 General Municipal Election & calendar 
Notice is hereby given that the City of Olivette, Missouri, will hold an election on Tuesday, April 4, 2017, 
for two (2) City Council Member positions, each to serve for a three-year term.   Candidates wishing to file 
for election must file a declaration of candidacy, which includes a nominating petition, at Olivette City 
Hall, 9473 Olive Boulevard, Olivette, Missouri 63132.  Candidate filing will open at 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 
December 13, 2016. Due to the need to timely process nominating petitions, candidate filing will close 
at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 3, 2017.  Candidate filing information and nominating petitions are 
available through the City Clerk’s office at Olivette City Hall, at the address noted above.  

Your new City Hall is scheduled to open April of 2017.  The City of Olivette, in 
partnership with the Old Bonhomme School Art Department, is hosting a community 
art project to commemorate this historic time in our City’s life.  The project is the 
creation of a mosaic tree (made with clay tiles) to be hung in the new City Center.  
The tree symbolizes our Community’s growth, strength and individualism. 

Residents, old and young, are invited to Old Bonhomme School where they will 
craft a piece of the tree, personalize it, and choose a final color.  Students at Old 
Bonhomme School will complete the glazing and firing of the clay.  The pieces will 
then be assembled into the final project and hung in the hallway of our new facility.  
Lisa Roth, art teacher at Old Bonhomme School, has generously offered her time and 
talent to lead this project.  

On Sunday, January 29, from 12:00 to 3:00 and, again, on Saturday, February 4, from 9:00 – 12:00, Old Bonhomme School will be 
open for community members to come and create their piece of the tree.  The actual creation of the leaf will take no more than 
30 minutes.  In order to insure adequate space, we ask that everyone RSVP at www.Olivette-Community-Art.Eventbrite.com.  Our 
community is made up of a unique set of residents, business owners and employees, and we encourage everyone to come out and 
be a part of history.

For questions regarding voting and/or registration, please contact the St. Louis County Board of Election Commissioners at 314.615.1800
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City Council
Ruth Springer, Mayor
J. Gregory Carl, Chairman Pro-tem
Maxine Weil, Council Member
Missy Waldman, Council Member
Suzanne Sierra Sewell, Council Member

Telephone Numbers
Emergency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 911
Non-Emergency Numbers
Fire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 993-0408
Police . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  645-3000
City Hall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 993-0444
City Hall Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 993-8135
Public Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 993-0252
Community Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 991-1249
Municipal Court . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 991-6047

Administrative Officials
Barbara Sondag, City Manager
bsondag@OlivetteMO.com

Rick Knox, Chief of Police
rknox@OlivetteMO.com

Scott Avery, Fire Chief
savery@OlivetteMO.com

Carlos Trejo, Planning and Community Development Director
ctrejo@OlivetteMO.com 

Bruce McGregor, Public Works Director
bmcgregor@OlivetteMO.com

Beverly Tucker Knight, Parks & Recreation Director
btuckerknight@OlivetteMO.com

Paul E. Martin, City Attorney

Myra G. Bennett, City Clerk
mbennett@OlivetteMO.com

Darren Mann, Finance Director
dmann@OlivetteMO.com

Sarah Runser, Court Administrator
srunser@OlivetteMO.com

Paul D’Agrosa, Municipal Judge

Gentry Smith, Provisional Judge

Sam Alton, Prosecuting Attorney

CITY OF OLIVETTE
The Old Bonhomme Road restoration project has 
largely been completed.  A few utilities are still 
finishing some project work and our expectation is 
that their work will be completed soon. The Council 
would like to thank residents for their patience as 
Old Bonhomme was restored to a roadway with 
new curbs, gutters and ADA compliant sidewalks.  

At our 3rd Annual Turkey Trot, set for 8 AM November 
24th, Thanksgiving morning, 5K runners and 
walkers will be out there on this newly resurfaced 
road having fun and helping a worthy cause.  This 

year, as in previous years, all proceeds will go to the Harvey Kornblum Food Pantry.  
This organization located at Baur and Warson, serves over 5,000 people each month.  
Last year over 680 people made the choice to spend Thanksgiving morning having 
fun and making a difference; raising over $6400 for the Food Pantry. This year, our 
goal is 1000 people. Please consider coming out and walking or running this event.  

Our new building is coming closer and closer to completion.  As the Council and 
staff consider what pictures and artwork will hang on the new walls, a community 
project evolved with the help of Lisa Roth, the art teacher at Old Bonhomme School.  
Students and residents will come together to create a mosaic tree, similar to the 
one that graces the entryway at Old Bonhomme School.  Our tree will represent our 
growth as a community, from those who came before us, to those who will come 
after us.  Residents will have two opportunities to create their leaves for the tree.  On 
Sunday January 29, 2017 from noon to 3PM and, again, on February 4, 2017 from 
9AM to noon, Old Bonhomme School will be open to the community to come and 
craft their piece of our tree and leave a legacy for future generations.  Reservations 
will be necessary, so consult the article in this Newsletter dedicated to announcing 
this event.  These will be the only times available to residents, so please make every 
effort to attend one of these dates.

Our expected move to the new Municipal Center is at the end of March.  Right now we 
are looking at a dedication ceremony on April 22 in the afternoon.  Please watch for 
more information in upcoming newsletters, on our website, Facebook and postings 
on the message board at Olive and Old Bonhomme. 

With Old Bonhomme Road completed, we are turning out sights to other road 
projects.  The City has been awarded an STP grant for roadwork on Dielman Road, 
south of Old Bonhomme.  This grant will allow for a slight widening of the road, 
new gutters, curbs and a 5’ sidewalk along the west side of Dielman, all south of Old 
Bonhomme. The grant will fund 80% of the road project with the City paying the 
remaining 20%.  This winter, the City will apply for another STP grant for Dielman 
Road, north of Old Bonhomme. The plan is to widen the road slightly, place new 
gutters, curbs and make improvements to the sidewalks on the east side of Dielman 
Road.  There will not be sidewalks placed on the west side of Dielman, north of Old 
Bonhomme.  As a point of interest, the City only has three collector roads that can 
qualify for grant funding, Old Bonhomme, Dielman and Price.  Without grant funding, 
the cost to do these types of extensive road projects would be cost prohibitive. 

The City Council would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Happy and 
Healthy Holiday season.  I look forward to seeing you at Coffee or Social Hour with 
the Mayor.  Please visit the City’s website, Facebook page or look for signs around the 
community, announcing upcoming dates and times. 

Ruth Springer,  
Mayor

Council Contact Information
Ruth Springer Missy Waldman
Mayor Council Member
993-0444 X-5294 993-0444 X-5292
rspringer@OlivetteMO.com mwaldman@OlivetteMO.com

J. Gregory Carl Suzanne Sierra Sewell
Chairman Pro-tem Council Member
993-0444 X-5293 993-0444 X-5291
gcarl@OlivetteMO.com ssewell@OlivetteMO.com

Maxine Weil City of Olivette
Council Member 9473 Olive Blvd.
993-0444 X-5290 Olivette, MO 63132
mweil@OlivetteMO.com

Message From The Mayor

Mayor Ruth Springer
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In November 2006, the City Council adopted guidelines to 
influence the design and architecture of new single family homes.  
Known as the Olivette Residential Redevelopment and Design 
Guidelines (“Guidelines”), the Guidelines serve as the principle 
document to guide staff and the City’s Planning and Community 
Design Commission (PCDC) review and approval of new single 
family homes.

Over the past decade since their adoption, 140 new homes have 
been constructed.  The PCDC, the City’s principal review body, is 
seeking to evaluate the impact of the Guidelines, and considering 
necessary adjustments to improve their effectiveness.  The PCDC 
is also considering expanding the use of the Guidelines for 
residential additions and modifications.

Over the next several months, the PCDC will welcome public 
comments regarding the Guidelines at the beginning of each of 
its scheduled meetings.  Before any changes are incorporated, 
the Guidelines have to be presented to the City Council.  The 
City Council will schedule and host a public hearing prior to any 
approval.

To view the Guidelines, and for more information regarding 
opportunities to comment or provide feedback regarding the 
existing or any changes, access the City’s website at www.
OlivetteMO.com.

This summer and fall, Olivette became home to 10-new 
businesses.  Bently’s Pet Stuff opened its second location in the 
St. Louis area at the Price of Shoppes Crossing, and LuLu’s Asian 
Kitchen opened a new restaurant at Olivette Center.  Other retail 
and personal care businesses include Rezult’s Hair Salon, Auto 
Beauty Specialist, and Festive Couture Floral.  A full list of Olivette 
businesses can now be accessed via the City’s website under the 
Department of Planning and Community Development.

Planning & Development

For the 2016 calendar year, the City has a total of 354 businesses 
operating, 38 of which opened just this year alone.  With the 
guidance of the Olivette Economic Development Commission, 
the City is developing an electronic database to inventory our 
businesses.

The Commission drafted a 5-year Economic Development Plan, 
in which a first step is to develop a baseline of economic data, 
including properties, buildings, businesses, and employment.  
Inventories on the City’s four industrial parks, Baur/Warson, 
Dielman Rock Island, Dielman Industrial, and North Price Road 
have been completed.  Much of the information is now viewable 
on the City’s website.

Through data collected, business activity can be identified 
by industry types developed by the US Census.  Comparison 
can then be made to assess Olivette with the 63132 Zip Code, 
County, State and Nationally.  The dominate industry types found 
in Olivette are Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services 
(PSTS), Health Care and Social Assistance, and Transportation and 
Warehousing.

The 5-year Economic Development Plan and industrial 
park inventory can be accessed under the Economic 
Development Commission’s section of the City’s website at 
www.OlivetteMO.com

Residential Redevelopment 
& Design Guidelines BUSINESS INVENTORIES

Welcome businesses
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With the changing of the seasons, the winter driving season is almost upon us.  Winter inclement weath-
er brings on many changes in driving behaviors and habits.  With the possibilities of snow and ice accu-
mulation, the City of Olivette wants to remind the residents of certain parking restrictions when there 
is an accumulation of snow and/or ice on the roadways.  Olivette City Ordinance # 355.130 – “Parking 
Prohibition Under Certain Weather Conditions” states that “whenever there has been an accumulation 
of snow of two (2) inches or more, or ice or freezing rain within the City of Olivette, there shall be no 
parking on any part of any street within the City until the snow, ice or freezing rain has been cleared to 
such a point as to permit the movement on the street of emergency vehicles, including police cars, fire 
trucks and ambulances”.  

The intent of the ordinance is to allow for the safe and effective removal of snow accumulation and the 
application of deicing agents on the roadway by Olivette Public Services workers.  When there is the possibility of a winter storm with 
snow/ice accumulation, please plan ahead to remove vehicles from the streets and roadways.  If exigent circumstances exist, or there 
is a physical or geographical issue preventing the removal of vehicles from the roadway, residents may contact City Hall prior to the 
inclement weather to seek an exemption permit at 314.993.0444 (option 4).  

In addition to the snow/ice accumulation ordinance, there are several other parking ordinances that the police department would like 
to remind residents about.  Olivette City Ordinance requires all vehicles parked on the roadways be parked with the right-hand wheels 
of the vehicle parallel to and within eighteen (18) inches of the right-hand curb.  Ordinance also prohibits parking: in front of a public 
or private driveway, within thirty (30) feet of an intersection, within ten (10) feet of a fire hydrant, within six (6) feet of any U.S. mailbox, 
and within thirty (30) feet upon the approach to any flashing signal, stop sign or traffic control signal located at the side of a roadway. 

Police Chief’s Corner

PARKING ORDINANCES REMINDER

During winter weather events the top priority is to keep streets clear of snow and ice.  The City depends 
on its citizens to be helpful, responsible, and aware of the need to remove all snow and ice from 
the public sidewalks as well. All snow and ice should be removed from the entire constructed 
width of the sidewalk.  This enables people of all ages and physical conditions to have access 
to clean pedestrian walkways.  An important element in providing safe pedestrian passage 
during snow events is in the hands of Olivette residents.  

Section 515.070 of the Municipal Code states “It shall be the duty of the owner and occupant 
of property on which a sidewalk is located, or which is adjacent to a sidewalk, to maintain such 
sidewalk clear and free of dirt, debris, snow and ice. Snow and ice shall be removed within 
twenty-four (24) hours following a snowfall.”  Failure to comply with the requirements set in 
this ordinance could result in a fine up to $100.

Many Olivette residents enjoy a walk during or after a winter event.  If you do choose to venture out please wear a reflective or brightly 
colored jacket.  During the evening hours a flashing strobe can significantly increase your visibility to snow plow operators and passing 
motorists.

As mother nature deposits snow City staff is working to clear snow to roadsides.  Visit the City Website for tips to mitigate the accumu-
lation of plowed snow at your property driveway.

Be considerate and do not plow or shovel snow from driveways or sidewalks onto public streets.  Snow removed from private property 
onto public streets can cause icing conditions on streets that have already been salted and plowed. Snow removal is a very difficult 
process and City staff appreciates everyone’s cooperation.

Police Chief Rick Knox

Snow & Ice Responsibilities
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On October 9, 2016, Washington University hosted a presidential debate between Hillary Clinton and 
Donald Trump.  It was the fifth time the University has hosted a presidential debate, more than any 
other institution.  As you can imagine, the planning for an event of this magnitude begins years in 
advance and requires a tremendous amount of resources.  Several Olivette public safety personnel 
were able to utilize their years of training and experience to assist with the operations surrounding 
the debate.

Fire Chief Scott Avery was asked last year to serve on the command staff for the fire service at the 
debate. The team began working on the debate over 14 months ago and continued to meet every 
month improving the plans for the debate from a fire and EMS perspective. They were able to bring 
together many different organizations and prepare for any fire or EMS issues that could possibly develop when all of the people were in 
one place. There was additional training that was conducted and preparations that took over a year. We were able to watch the Univer-
sity campus transform into a television set and then back into a University campus. It was interesting to see the television sets that were 
assembled and then removed in the matter of a few days. 

On the day of the debate, two command posts were established.  One was at the Clayton Police Department; the other was on the 
campus of Washington University.   Police Chief Rick Knox and Fire Chief Avery were present in both command posts.  Also inside the 
command posts were personnel from several federal, state, county, city and local agencies.  As you can imagine, the command posts 
were buzzing with nonstop activity.  People were monitoring the debate itself, as well as a multitude of surveillance cameras relaying 
live feeds back to numerous monitors.  Hundreds, maybe closer to 1000, individuals swarmed the University and surrounding areas to 
make their voices heard on several different issues.  The main goal of all personnel in the command posts was the safety and security of 
everyone involved in the event.

A few miles away from the debate stage, a staging area had been established.  This area housed approximately 100 police officers and 
fire personnel from many surrounding jurisdictions.  It would be their responsibility to respond to situations where additional resources 
were needed to quell riotous behavior.  Lt. David Wolf was on hand to assist in managing the staging area.  Sgt. Steve Ford and Sgt. Beth 
Andreski were assigned as part of Force Protection.  They would lead a team of officers to help protect fire and emergency medical per-
sonnel if those types of resources needed to be deployed in the areas surrounding the debate venue.  Sgt. Mike Wayt and Sgt. Garrett 
Wood were assigned to lead a team that provided security for the staging area itself.  Fortunately, there were no incidents during the 
debate that necessitated the need for mutual aid resources.

Fire Chief’s Corner
Olivette Public Safety Assists with Presidential Debate

Fire Chief Scott Avery

Olivette Fire Fighter/Paramedic Ben Oris, recently had the honor of being 
chosen to participate in the 2016 Presidential Town Hall Debate, held at the 
Washington University campus.  Mr. Oris was chosen to be a participant in 
the event through his involvement in several Gallup Poll surveys.  He stated 
that he was excited to receive an invitation to attend the event, and eagerly 
accepted the invitation; however, he was even more surprised to discover 
that he would be one of only 40 people, chosen to sit on the stage during 
the debate, with a chance to pose questions to the candidates.    Firefighter/
Paramedic Oris stated, “Although I did not get to pose my questions to the 
candidates, I had the opportunity to be involved in a part of history.  It was 
an amazing, once in a lifetime experience, and I was grateful for the chance 
to be a part of it.” 

in the spotlight: Olivette Fire Fighter Participates in Presidential Debate
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Party in the Park 2.0 

On September 23, an outdoor festival was held 
for the first time at Warson Park. The park proved 
to be a wonderful location for Party in the Park 
2.0 with ample parking, easy walking access and 
wide open spaces, with a lovely forest backdrop. 
Party-goers enjoyed the Thrill Zone that included 
a zipline, mechanical bull, bungee jump, climbing 
wall and inflatables along with the ever-popular 
dance party by DJ Reggie’s Pure Entertainment. 
Dinners by Chicago Hots and drinks by Fallon’s 
Bar & Gill in the beer tent, rounded out the night.

Fall Festivity Re-Cap

Parks & Recreation

Party in the Park: The dance skills in Olivette develop early!

Party in the Park: The mechanical bull put up quite a fight!

Party in the Park: The new bungee jump quickly caught on!

boo bash 

This year’s Boo Bash was also held in Warson Park. 
Another perennial favorite, Boo Bash has offered 
Olivette children a special Halloween experience 
for over 30 years. The new location allowed 
additions of lots of new activities and larger 
games. Joining the traditional costume contest 
was an adult division that was highly entertaining. 
Other additions included lawn sixe Connect Four 
and Jenga as well as a Haunted Hayride. Circus 
Kaput provided face painting, balloon animals 
and a magic show. Olivette resident and all-
around great MC Mark Biernacki kept everyone 
entertained and dancing between activities.  

Some of the Grown-Up Division contestants of the Boo 
Bash Costume Contest.  

An impromptu dance party broke out at Boo Basg while the 
Circus Kaput magician was setting up. 

As fall moves into the winter, the Park crews shift from caring for the parks, 
playing fields, restrooms and pavilions during high volume use into winter 
shutdown and new plantings. Ornamental and drinking fountains, irrigation 
systems, and the restrooms at Villa, Irz Zeid and Indian Meadows parks are all 
closed down for the season to prevent damage during freezing temperatures.

Planting new trees and perennial plants offers a nice change from standard 
maintenance. This fall, park staff and volunteers installed a new crocus lawn 
along a portion of the Stacy Park walking trail. Over 9,000 crocus bulbs 
should begin blooming in early March. The blooms will be visible in the 
grassy strip between the paved walking path and the old cinder path to the 
north of the first softball field. The bulbs will naturalize over time, spreading 
the fill the area and continue to bloom for several years. Small quantities of 
additional bulbs will be planted in future years to fill in areas with aging bulbs or rodent predation.

The multi-color display will be a wonderful spring welcome and will hopefully be a true spectacle!

FIELD NOTES New Crocus Lawn at Stacy Park

Volunteer Marilyn Martin planting crocus bulbs along the Stacy Park walking path
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Parks & Recreation

weed warriors

Meet new friends and connect with old friends during a morning in an Olivette park! No experience required! 
If you have a favorite weeding tool or loppers, bring them along. The rewards are instant and keep growing 
after your work day.  Each work session is two hours; park locations and start times vary.

Sign-up for the email notices by emailing opr@OlivetteMO.com or call 314.991.1249.

Warson Park Trail Phase One area before Weed Warriors; 100% 
honeysuckle, no understory plants

Phase One area after clearing honeysuckle

Warson Park Trail Phase One after Weed Warriors: no honeysuckle and 
understory native Missouri trees and trees growing in cleared area

ATTENTION PET PARENTS OF CATS & DOGS
All pet owners must obtain a pet license for each of their pets according to city code.  There is a limit of three animals per 

household.  Help ensure the safety of Olivette citizens and make sure your pet can quickly find its way home should it stray away. 

Fee schedule is as follows: 
Spayed/Neutered animal …………………………… $3.00 
Unspayed/Unneutered animal over 5 months …… $10.00

Registration is available at City Hall or online.  If animal is not registered by December 31, 2016, late fees apply. 
For questions regarding pet licenses please contact City Hall at 314.993.0444, option 4. 
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Have you checked up on city finances?   

Would you like to know where your tax dollars are going?  We would like to hear from you.  The Finance Department continues 
to bring documents forward to the City Council and publish them online for citizens to view and provide feedback and input on 
future documents.  Come into City Hall to pick up your copy or take a look online at  www.OlivetteMO.com/151  to view the cur-
rent budget and most recent year’s audited financial statements.  You can also find out more information on City assets with the 
capital improvement plan.  Want to stay even more up to date on City finances and investments?  Tune into the City Council Audio 
at  www.OlivetteMO.com/AgendaCenter  to listen to monthly financial reports and quarterly investment reports.  Don’t have a 
lot of time?  Please check out the transmittal letter and the Management’s Discussion and Analysis for an executive summary.  
They are included with the audited financial statements and are extracted and available on the City Finance Department site or 
www.OlivetteMO.com/DocumentCenter/View/2913.  
 
Go there right now with a quick scan:

                 Finance Department                                                              Agenda Center                                                         Audit Executive Summary


