Winter Event Snow Removal

Snow and Ice Removal
Responsibilities

In the event of a snowstorm, the City's top priority is to keep streets clear
of snow and ice. This may require several trips along the same route.

During winter weather events the
top priority is to keep streets clear of
snow and ice. The City depends on
its citizens to be helpful,
responsible, and aware of the need
to remove all snow and ice from the
public sidewalks as well.

As City snowplows are clearing the streets by moving snow to the sides,
it is likely some of that snow will extend across the fronts of driveways.
In order to reduce the amount of cleared snow from accumulating across
your driveway, it will be helpful for you to clear an open area along the
shoulder at the oncoming side of the entrance (see illustration above).
Plow blades will then push snow into the area just before they reach your
driveway. This will result in a much smaller amount of snow being
plowed in front of the driveway.
Please do not plow or shovel snow from driveways or sidewalks onto, or
across, public streets. Snow removed from private property onto public
streets can cause icing conditions on streets that have already been
salted and plowed.
Snow removal is a very difficult process and the Public Works staff
appreciates everyone's cooperation so we can complete this task safely
and efficiently.

NO PARKING REMINDER: Please remember that when there has
been a snow accumulation of at least two (2) inches, or ice or
freezing rain within the City of Olivette, there shall be NO PARKING
on any part of any street within the City until the snow, ice or
freezing rain has been cleared to such a point as to permit the
movement on the street of emergency vehicles, including police cars,
fire trucks and ambulances. (City Ordinance 1219)

All snow and ice should be removed
from the entire constructed width of
the sidewalk. This enables people
of all ages and physical conditions
to have access to clean pedestrian
walkways. An important element in

providing safe pedestrian passage
during snow events is in the hands
of Olivette residents.
Section 515.070 of the Municipal
Code states “It shall be the duty of

the owner and occupant of property
on which a sidewalk is located, or
which is adjacent to a sidewalk, to
maintain such sidewalk clear and
free of dirt, debris, snow and ice.
Snow and ice shall be removed
within twenty-four (24) hours
following a snowfall.”
Failure to comply with the
requirements set in this ordinance
could result in a fine up to $100.

Salt and the Environment
The onslaught of winter can bring
significant snow and ice to Olivette
and make travel conditions treacherous. Ensuring mobility and safety
during inclement weather is a priority for the Department of Public
Works, businesses, and homeowners. As snow piles up, the first line
of defense should simply be to shovel sidewalks and plow streets to
keep them clear and prevent ice
from forming. When ice does form,
salt (sodium chloride) is the most
commonly used deicer. Because it is
readily available, effective, and inexpensive, salt will probably always
be a popular choice for melting
snow and ice. However, because of
the adverse effects that salt can have
on the environment, we should use
salt with care.
As snow and ice melt, they drain
into landscaped areas or storm sewers, and then to natural bodies of
water. Waters from a de-iced area
contain high levels of chlorides,
which do not degrade, and there is
no cost effective way to remove. Excessive levels of chlorides can severely impair the ability of plants to
absorb water and nutrients. These
negative effects are common to both
aquatic and terrestrial plants in residential gardens, landscaped areas,
and rivers. Fish and other aquatic
organisms are then impacted by the
decline in habitat.

In surface waters, such as lakes,
ponds, and streams, salt can
harm or kill aquatic life, including fish and plants.
Outlined below are some sensible management strategies that
can provide effective ice control
and prevent excess runoff of
chemicals to our streams, rivers
and community.
·

Shovel (or use a snow blower) before you use any product; never put a de-icing
product on top of snow.

·

Adopt the “Just Enough”
principle, putting down just
enough product to keep high
traffic areas clear of ice.

·

Consider the temperature.
Salt and calcium magnesium
acetate have a much slower
effect on melting snow and
ice at temperatures below 25
degrees Fahrenheit.

·

Sweep up un-dissolved product after a storm for reuse.

·

Consider switching to a nonchloride de-icer.

·

Support changes by your municipality to minimize salt
usage.

·

Inform a neighbor about the
impacts chlorides have in our
streams and rivers.

·

Most of all take extra care
during winter weather!

Pedestrian Safety
Be Visible
Many Olivette residents enjoy a
walk during or after a winter event.
If you do choose to venture out
please wear a reflective or brightly
colored jacket. During the evening
hours a light or flashing strobe can
significantly increase your visibility
to City snow truck operators.

Heads Up, Phones Down
It is just as important to be alert
when you are out and about so
please put your phone in your pocket. If you like to listen to music keep
the volume low enough so you can
hear approaching vehicles.
Park Trails and Pathways
The City’s pedestrian and bike pathways remain open during snow
events; however they are not treated
or cleared. Use at your own risk.
When walking or biking use extreme caution and assume all wet
areas are slippery and/or icy and
avoid areas with accumulated
snow.

Public Works
If you are interested in learning more about Public Works operations please contact us at 314-993-0252 or by
email at bmcgregor@Olivettemo.com.

