DECEMBER 2020
Volume XXII, Issue IV

OLIVETTE IS ON THE
MOVE. The City is transforming into a vibrant
place, with developments that are big,

groundbreaking.
See page 6 for more details.
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Serving the Community
City Council Contact Information:
RUTH SPRINGER

Ruth Springer, Mayor
314-983-5294
rspringer@olivettemo.com
Sidney Clark, Chairman Pro-Tem
314-994-2424
sclark@olivettemo.com
J. Gregory Carl, Council Member
314-983-5293
gcarl@olivettemo.com
Maxine Weil, Council Member
314-983-5290
mweil@olivettemo.com
Missy Waldman, Council Member
314-983-5292

Cops For Pets
The Cops for Pets
initiative was founded in
2019 by Sgt. Garrett
Wood of the Olivette
Police Department.

2020 Olivette Turkey Trot
A huge thank you to everyone who participated in the 7th Annual
Olivette Turkey Trot! Although virtual, we reached our $2,500
donation goal for the Harvey Kornblum Jewish Food Pantry!
We hope you enjoyed running, walking and biking for a great cause!
See you in 2021!
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Last year, over $200 worth of pet
supplies were donated to the Saint
Louis County Pet Adoption Center in
Olivette.
Look for donation bins in the vestibule
at the Olivette City Center during
December.

Drop-Off Times:
Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Serving the Community
City Administration Contacts:

BRUCE McGREGOR

Barbara Sondag, City Manager
bsondag@olivettemo.com
David Wolf, Chief of Police
dwolf@olivettemo.com
Steve Carman, Fire Chief
scarman@olivettemo.com
Denise Mandle, Human Resources Mgr.
dmandle@olivettemo.com
Carlos Trejo, Planning/Comm Dev Dir.
ctrejo@olivettemo.com
Bruce McGregor, Public Works Dir.
bmcgregor@olivettemo.com
Beverly Tucker Knight, Parks/Rec Dir.
btuckerknight@olivettemo.com
Darren Mann, Finance Director
dmann@olivettemo.com
Kiana Fleming, Communications Mgr.
kfleming@olivettemo.com

»

Sarah Runser, Court Administrator
srunser@olivettemo.com
Paul E. Martin, City Attorney
Mike Ferguson, City Treasurer
John Frisella, Municipal Judge
Krista Peyton, Provisional Judge
Ross Davis, Prosecuting Attorney
City Center: 314-993-0444
Community Center: 314-991-1249
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Olivette in Bloom
Olivette in Bloom is a volunteer organization devoted to
Olivette beautification for the enjoyment of all. Currently, they
plant and maintain 3 gardens - the Olivette Community Center,
Veteran’s Fountain at the corner of Dielman Road and Olive
Boulevard, and Stacy Park. OIB leaders are both
knowledgeable and passionate about garden design and native
plants and enjoy meeting new Olivette neighbors! Their
volunteers devote one Saturday/month from March through November to
design, plant, and maintain Olivette gardens. OIB welcome all volunteers
whether you can help once or twice or on a regular basis. Work is
complete within 1 – 1.5 hours.

»

Visit www.olivetteinbloom.org to learn more about OIB and how you can
get involved! This year, OIB plans to offer two complimentary webinar
educational programs open to all!
Garden of Merit

Virtual
Community
Center

Garden of Merit will resume from May through October 2021. Please
nominate a front yard of an Olivette neighbor that beautifies your street.
Send 2 photos and contact information to
olivetteinbloomvolunteers@gmail.com.

As the days start to
seem shorter and the
nights begin to feel colder, the
Olivette Parks and
Recreation Department is here to
help! The virtual Community
Center is still up and running!
On the hub, you will find links to a
variety of opportunities to stay
engaged, informed, and active!

Visit
olivetteparksandrec.com to start
the fun!
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New information, activities, and
resources are added daily!
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Centennial Greenway Update

Weed
Warriors
During the summer stay at home
order in St Louis County, Olivette’s
parks served as respite for many.
Daily walkers, bikers, joggers, and
dog-walkers increased
dramatically. During this time, two
new woodland hiking trails were
created in Warson and Stacy
parks.

Get the latest update on the conceptual design plans for Centennial
Greenway in Olivette! Great Rivers Greenway presented the plans along
with a summary of recent community engagement surveys at a public
meeting held on November 19th, 2020. Did you miss the meeting?
Watch a recording at www.greatriversgreenway.org/centennial to see
how your feedback was used to inform the latest detail on conceptual design
for the greenway segment from Warson Park to Dielman Road. Need more
information? Contact Civic Engagement Manager Shaughnessy Daniels at
314-655-1301 or sdaniels@grgstl.org.

In Warson Park, the new
Sassafras Trail, takes hikers
through a Weed Warriors project
area. The trail forms a loop,
connecting the end of the paved
pathway through the woodland
strip separating the upper and
lower fields. Stacy Park’s new
Cottonwood Trail is a detour off the
paved pathway at Stacy,
meandering through the woodland
bordering the southern end of
Stacy Park.
In October, Warriors planted
approximately 150 young trees,
shrubs and perennial plugs in the
south east section of the park.
Volunteer crews have been hard at
work restoring the Bald Cypress
grove in the ravine between the
prairie and the walking path at
Stacy.
UPCOMING WORKDATES
SAT » 1/9

» 9-11AM

SAT » 2/13 » 9-11AM
SAT » 3/13 » 9-11AM
SAT » 4/10 » 9-11AM
SAT » 5/8* » 9-11AM
* May work hours will be 8 -10AM
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Development
Updates
This time last year, the City was on track
to permitting a quarter of a billion dollars,
$250,000,000, of proposed improvements
along the Olive corridor. Projects with
permits in hand included EZ Storage, the
City Center Redevelopment Area (now
known as the Oliver), and grading work for
the Olive Crossing.
Projects with design approval included
Firestone at 9398 Olive and the
Planthaven commercial center at 9514
Olive. Through the pandemic, staff has
continuously kept communication open
with each developer on their
developments.

9398 Olive Boulevard, Firestone
Progress continues in the redevelopment
of the Olivette 66 Service Station.
The City has approved final development
plans and the development company is
awaiting final MSD approvals.

9514 Olive Boulevard,
Planthaven Commercial Center
The 1.5 story, 15,000 square foot
commercial center has been delayed due
to COVID-19. The developer, who owns
the property, is committed to continuing
development in the spring 2021.

9538 Olive Boulevard, EZ
Storage
Headquartered in Michigan, the first
pandemic shutdown in March impacted
the architectural firm’s development of the
space. To date, they are committed to
redevelopment of the site. Part of their
MSD approvals required offsite acquisition
of easements.

Olive Crossing
Demolition on the site was completed with
the demolition of the former OfficeMax
building. The nearly 14-acre site is ready
for development - a City goal since 1968!
Site construction is anticipated to begin
Spring 2021. MSD currently occupies the
site as it installs two major sanitary relief
lines.
At the time of this writing, the developer
has requested that the Council reconvene
the TIF Commission to consider the
addition of a residential component to the
development. The Council may act on this
request in December. Watch for future
updates and meeting announcements!

The Oliver
The 151-unit multifamily project is in full
swing! A recent article in the St. Louis
Business Journal noted the strength in the
St. Louis region's multifamily market. In its
latest research, commercial real estate
company Berkadia found that the metro
area's average occupancy rate
outperformed its five-year average in the
second quarter of 2020 at a rate of 94.9%.
The average rent also grew 1.6% in June
to $995 per month. The multifamily
residential market is growing throughout
the St. Louis region, and the demand for
multifamily housing has been sustained.
According to the Colliers St Louis,
occupancy rates are at 95%, the highest
rates since 2001.

Urban Agriculture
The City’s Planning and Community Design Commission is finalizing regulations for the harboring of chickens and bees, and for residential
prairie and native planting gardens. The goal of the Commission is to establish standards that would allow select farm activities in an urban
residential environment. The final set of standards will be forwarded to the City Council for consideration the first part of 2021. The Council will
host a public hearing prior to adoption.

Stormwater Master Plan
The City’s Planning and Community Design Commission is drafting a Stormwater Management Master Plan. Recognizing there is no one
solution to addressing the City’s various stormwater problems, the plan is intended to help better manage how stormwater is addressed.
The Commission has identified seven principle contributors to stormwater issues in the community, including: construction, loss of vegetation,
increased impervious space, inadequate infrastructure, poor soils, topology, and finally – weather. Identifying the primary contributors and
identifying why they cause issues provides an opportunity to identify solutions. The goal is to develop a good action plan in which the City can
prioritize its resources, make simple changes, and develop long range solutions.
A draft of the Commission’s work is available on the City’s website. The Commission hopes to complete the report during the first few months
of 2021.
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DAVID WOLF

Staying Safe During COVID-19
Over the winter months, as individuals and families find themselves in closer
quarters, tempers can flare, and emotions can be on edge.

Domestic Violence
National Domestic Violence Hotline
1-800-799-SAFE (7233)
www.thehotline.org (consider going to
this site using your browser’s “Private”
mode if available.)

The Olivette Police Department reminds you that we are here for you.
All of our officers have received CIT training (Crisis Intervention Team) to
assist people who are in crisis, and help find the resources or care they
need to maintain their quality of life. We also understand that deciding to call
the police for matters you think officers may see as “trivial” can be a
doubt-filled moment. Rest assured that we respond to every call we are
dispatched to without fail. The Olivette Police Department is staffed
24/7/365 to serve this City’s residents, businesses and visitors.

Substance Abuse Prevention &
Education

Knowing this, there may still be some hesitancy to call the police for
concerns both great and small. We hope you find the following resources
useful. In an emergency, dial 911 for the most immediate response.

Veteran Services

For more resources for COVID-19 related concerns, visit the St. Louis
County website at stlcoronoa.com/resources.

Prevent+Ed (formerly NCADA)
314-962-3456
www.prevented.org

Suicide Prevention

Suicide Prevention Lifeline
text HELLO to 741741
1-800-273-TALK (8255)
www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org
Veterans Crisis Line
Send a text to 8338255
1-800-273-8255
Start a confidential chat at
www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/
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Olivette City Center
1140 Dielman Road
1140 Dielman Road
Olivette, MO 63132
Olivette, MO 63132
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Message from the Mayor
Message from Public Works
Virtual Community Center
Weed Warriors

Winter
Playgrounds
Playgrounds are sanitized
(November 30th—April 1st) on
Wednesdays when weather
permits: dry conditions and when
air temperature rises above 40F
by 9:00 am.
Face Coverings & Six Foot
Distance between Family
Groups required. Face masks
not required on actively playing
children.
Wash hands BEFORE & AFTER
use.

Please do not use playgrounds
if you feel sick or have been
sick in the last two weeks.
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Cops for Pets
Olivette in Bloom
Centennial Greenway Update
Development Updates
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Message from the Police Chief
Staying Safe During COVID-19
Winter Playgrounds
General Municipal Election

General Municipal Election: April 6, 2021
December 1 .…

Opening of candidate filings (8:00 a.m.) for the April 6th
General Municipal Election

January 5 .…… Closing of candidate filings (5:00 p.m.) for the April 6th
General Municipal Election
February 23 ….. Absentee voting opens for the April 6th General Municipal
Election
March 10 ……… Last day to register for the April 6th General Municipal
Election
March 24 ……… Last day (5:00 pm) absentee applications will be accepted
through the mail or in person from a guardian or relative of
the applicant for the April 6th General Municipal Election
March 26 ……..

Last day to file as a write-in candidate for the April 6th
General Municipal Election. Write-in candidates must file at
the St. Louis County Election Board at 725 Northwest Plaza
Drive, St. Ann, by 5:00 p.m.

April 5 …………

Last day (5:00 pm) for voting an absentee ballot in person
at the Election Board office for the April 6th General
Municipal Election.

April 6 …………

ELECTION DAY, Polls open from 6:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
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