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STACY PARK
PRESCRIBED BURN
Properly managed fire rejuvenates

native prairie

plants, improves wildlife habitat, and is an important
component of Stacy Park's prairie management.
See page 4 for more details.

Serving the Community
City Council Contact Information:
RUTH SPRINGER

Ruth Springer, Mayor
314-983-5294
rspringer@olivettemo.com
Sidney Clark, Chairman Pro-Tem
314-994-2424
sclark@olivettemo.com
J. Gregory Carl, Council Member
314-983-5293
gcarl@olivettemo.com
Maxine Weil, Council Member
314-983-5290
mweil@olivettemo.com
Missy Waldman, Council Member
314-983-5292
mwaldman@olivettemo.com

Weed Warriors
Another record group showed up
on the cold, winter morning of
January 16th! Volunteers cut and
treated honeysuckle in the valley
behind the Stacy Park pond.
In December, volunteers gathered
seeds from Stacy’s native plants
and sowed them in new park
locations. Join us !
Visit olivetteparksandrec.com
Upcoming Dates:
March 13 and April 17
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Meet the Council Candidates
General Municipal Election - April 6, 2021
The City of Olivette, Missouri, will hold an election on Tuesday, April 6, 2021, for (1) City Council Member position, to serve for a three-year term.
Qualifications and platform statements have been supplied by the candidates.

Council Candidate Sidney Clark

Council Candidate Bill Hansen

I have called Olivette my home for 47
years, I have a vested interest in seeing
it thrive.

For over 13 years, my wife, Christina,
and I have lived in Olivette along with
our three fur babies.

Two generations of Clark’s grew up in
Olivette and graduated from Ladue High
School. Me the class of 88, our children
Cameron class of 17 and our twins
Sydney and Collin in 2020.

I have lived most of my adult life in
St. Louis, have earned my degree
in Marketing from Maryville University,
St. Louis, and have also earned
certification as a Project Management
Professional.

My parents provided a good life filled with
love and opportunity and the rule of thumb to serve the
community and country we live in.

I am a Principal Engagement Manager with Workday.
To add balance to my personal and professional life,
I volunteer with visually impaired children.

Platform Statement:

Platform Statement:

Serving on the council has been hard work, however, there is a great
sense of accomplishment to see plans for the city go from concept to
completion. I want to continue on the accomplishments of the past three
years. The city has planned or started on nearly $250 million in new
developments. This includes a new community center that I supported

To approach solving problems, I use common sense by keeping an
open mind and listening to multiple viewpoints. This method keeps
me on balance.

when I campaigned for my first term.
Olivette is perfection under construction.
I will continue to promote ideas that make Olivette the community
where families want to live, where businesses want to invest and
where people can shop and play. My commitment is to keep
Olivette fiscally strong. I want to continue serving Olivette and ask
for your vote on April 6, 2021.

To understand and address all of the changes occurring in our area,
I have the motivation to represent Olivette residents by entering
public service now, because our community matters.
To meet the needs of Olivette and the residents and the demands of
budget and schedule constraints, I will draw on my 20+ years
of experience throughout the U.S. when I collaborated with City,
County, and State governments to implement HR and financial
systems.

Uniquely qualified to serve you on the Olivette City Council,
I would appreciate your vote.

Community
Camera
Registration
Program

The Community Camera Registration Program is an
initiative developed and maintained by the Olivette
Police Department’s Detective Bureau to aid in
investigations of criminal activity. The voluntary
program allows residents and business owners to
register their camera with the City.
This citizen-police collaborative effort is increasingly critical in keeping Olivette safe using
technology to supplement as a “neighborhood watch of the 21st Century.”
To find out more and to register your camera, visit OlivetteMo.com.
www.OlivetteMO.com » Follow us on Twitter @CityofOlivette » March 2021
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The three acre reconstructed
Stacy Park Prairie offers a
diverse community of native
grasses and wildflowers.
These plants provide an
important food source for
native birds and butterflies.
Ensuring that the prairie
remains vibrant, with diverse
native plants and healthy soil,
requires periodic management.
This includes monitoring and
removing invasive species and
using prescribed or "controlled"
burns.
On Thursday, January 21st,
Burn Boss and Olivette
resident, Gerald Axelbaum,
led the prescribed burn of
the Stacy Park Prairie.

The burn is conducted by a
certified Burn Boss, City staff
and in coordination with the
Olivette Fire Department.
Weather, atmospheric and soil
conditions are all key elements
of a burn. When conditions on
the selected day do not fall
within the Department of
Conservation range, the burn
will be cancelled.
On the morning of the burn, the
Burn Boss begins checking
conditions at 6:00 am.
If conditions are not met, the
burn will be cancelled.
If conditions are marginal, and
there is potential for them to
improve assessments will
continue.

In Olivette, prescribed burns
are permitted through St. Louis
County and follow the
requirements of the
Missouri Department of
Conservation.
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Historically, prairies regularly
experienced fire from both
human and natural causes.
Through regular burning, native
plants became fire tolerant, and
fire became part of the growing
cycle. Today, prescribed,
controlled burns are used to
help control invasive, nonnative species; return nutrients
to the soil; and improve native
seed germination. This helps
the prairie plants thrive and are
part of regular maintenance of
reconstructed prairies.
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Stacy Park Prairie Burn

This year, conditions were too
wet on the original day, and the
burn was postponed two days.
The burned areas are visible at
Stacy Park, and the absence of
last year’s growth provides an
excellent way to watch plants
emerge this spring.

Areas that received new seeds
this winter were excluded from
the burn.

Who doesn’t love sweets? Cut out the coupon below for the Caramel
House and buy yourself a treat!

Serving the Community
City Administration Contacts:

Barbara Sondag, City Manager
bsondag@olivettemo.com
David Wolf, Chief of Police
dwolf@olivettemo.com

Put a Freeze on Winter Fires
Home fires occur more in winter than in any other season. As you
stay cozy and warm this winter, be fire smart!

Steve Carman, Fire Chief
scarman@olivettemo.com
Denise Mandle, Human Resources Mgr.
dmandle@olivettemo.com

Carlos Trejo, Planning/Comm Dev Dir.
ctrejo@olivettemo.com
Bruce McGregor, Public Works Dir.
bmcgregor@olivettemo.com
Beverly Tucker Knight, Parks/Rec Dir.
btuckerknight@olivettemo.com
Darren Mann, Finance Director
dmann@olivettemo.com
Kiana Fleming, Communications Mgr.
kfleming@olivettemo.com
Sarah Runser, Court Administrator
srunser@olivettemo.com
Paul E. Martin, City Attorney
Mike Ferguson, City Treasurer
John Frisella, Municipal Judge
Krista Peyton, Provisional Judge
Ross Davis, Prosecuting Attorney
City Center: 314-993-0444
Community Center: 314-991-1249
www.OlivetteMO.com » Follow us on Twitter @CityofOlivette » March 2021
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BRUCE McGREGOR

Little Free Libraries

Parks & Recreation staff and
Brendan collected and placed books
in all the libraries. One library had
books from park neighbors within
just a couple hours of installation!

»

As a component of achieving the
rank of Eagle Scout, Brendan
Casserly led a project to install
three Little Free Libraries (LFL)
at Indian Meadows, Irv Zeid and
Villa Parks this past winter.
Brendan designed the libraires and
worked with Scout volunteers to
build the libraries.

Each Olivette park now has its own Little Free Library. All Little Free
Libraries are free for all ages. Take a book, or leave a book,
whenever you like. There are over 100,00 LFL in over 100 countries
across the globe and all 50 states.
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DAVID WOLF

Olivette in Bloom

Help promote the natural beauty and harmony of the Olivette community with just one to two hours a month with
Olivette in Bloom, an all-volunteer gardening group! Visit OlivetteInBloom.org for more information or contact the
OIB Member Coordinator at jeg.fitzgerald@gmail.com or 314-249-7860. All volunteers are led by garden captains;
no gardening experience required. You also get a free t-shirt!

Free Gardening Program
OIB is offering a unique program on Saturday, May 1, 2021 from 9 to 11 am. This free program, called: Ask A Master
Gardener, lets you ask any gardening question you have! Locations are Stacy Park, the Olivette Community Center front
garden, and Veteran's Fountain. Visitors will get a tour of new spring growth, learn what a small amount of care native plants
require and how a few volunteer hours make a big impact on the community. COVD-19 social distancing guidelines will be
followed.

Gardens of Merit
From May through September you can honor the beauty and hard work of a neighborhood garden that faces city streets--even
your own--by nominating garden owners to the Olivette in Bloom Garden of Merit Program. E-mail two photos of the garden, a
brief description for the nomination along with all contact information to olivetteinbloomvolunteers@gmail.com.
A certificate will be awarded to the resident along with a yard sign to be displayed for one month. One garden will be selected
each month from May to September.
Spring Plant Sale Postponed
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the annual May Plant Sale is postponed. A decision will be forthcoming regarding a new date.
Revenue from the plant sale goes towards equipment and materials for the gardens. If you would like to make a monetary
November
donation, visit OlivetteInBloom.org/donations or send a check payable to Olivette in Bloom and mail to PO Box 8308, Olivette,
MO 63132-8308. Olivette in Bloom is a 501(c)(3) organization and donations are tax deductible.
www.OlivetteMO.com » Follow us on Twitter @CityofOlivette » March 2021
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Planning &
Community
Development
DEVELOPMENTS UPDATES
Metropolitan Sewer District
(MSD)
MSD begins to wrap-up
work at the southwest
corner of Olive Blvd
and I-170. By the
writing of this article,
the underground boring
on Olive, at the
intersection with Hilltop Drive, should
be complete. The Olivette section is
part of the $4 million 82nd Street
Sanitary relief line extending from the
Hilltop-Olive intersection, under I-170
to 82nd Street and Olive in University
City.
In addition to the 82nd Street project,
MSD has commenced work on the
$3.7 million Lindley Drive Sanitary
Relief project. This project consists of
the replacement of 6,242 feet of 8-inch
wastewater pipe with a 21-inch pipe.
The project will eliminate four
constructed overflow points where
untreated wastewater can spill into
local waterways.
On Cherry Tree Lane, just south of
Engel Lane, work is nearly complete in
replacement of 1,200 feet new storm
sewer pipe.

The Oliver
At the former City Hall site along the
north side of Olive, between Friese
Drive and Tower Hill Court, work
progresses on the 4-story, 151 unit
apartment complex. This too is part of
a planned development to include
residential, commercial, and parking
structure. Leasing is scheduled to
begin by this fall.

Planthaven Commercial Center
Site work has begun on the
Planthaven development located at
9514 Olive Blvd. A two-story, 15,000
square foot commercial center is
proposed which will house permanent
quarters for Planthaven Farms.
Planthaven Farms has operated a
seasonal garden center for the past 10
-years on the Olivette Lanes property.
The new facility will include an indoor
retail section and outdoor garden.

Firestone Auto Care
The Olivette 66 station is in the
process of closing down. Operating
since 1974, the property grounds has
been acquired by Firestone. Firestone
plans to raze the building and build a
new 7-bay complete auto care facility.
The new building will be relocated to
abut Olive Blvd and consist of roughly
7,000 square feet.

Olive Crossing

Opus Group and Hilltop Woods
Development

The Opus Group, a commercial real
estate development company, is
proposing a 207-unit apartment
complex located north of Olive
Boulevard, between Hilltop Drive and
Price Road. The development
encompasses 5-acres consisting of 23
single family homes addressed off of
either Reyem or Irvington Court.
The development would require
rezoning from existing single family to
MU-Gateway District. This will allow
the developer to work with the City to
develop a Planned Development
District. As of the writing of this report,
The Opus Group is conducting a
conceptual review with the City’s plan
commission.

ISO REVIEW
As MSD completes sanitary work at
the southwest corner of Olive and
I-170, Ameren will begin work to bury
the overhead utility line that runs
between the future Olive Crossing
development and the Stoneleigh
Tower subdivision. Nearly 1,200 feet of
overhead wire will be placed
underground.
Once Ameren is complete, site work
should begin for the Olive Crossing
development. Olive Crossing is a 14.8
acre planned mixed-use development
consisting of 300,000 square feet of
office, a hotel, and 50,000 square feet
of commercial retail space.
At the time of the writing of this report,
the developer has proposed to amend
the approved plan to include a multifamily residential component.
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Every five years, the Insurance
Services Office (ISO) assesses the
building codes for communities and
how they enforce them.
This information is shared with
insurance agencies, who use it as a
component in establishing rates.
Olivette has a classing rating of 4 for
the past 20 years. The class rating is
consistent with nearly 45% of
communities in the US.
A key component in the evaluation is
the published year date of adopted
building codes. Olivette currently
utilizes the 2015 ICC Codes. The
most recent published codes are
2021. St. Louis County, who provides
specialty code services for the City,
recently adopted the 2015 Codes in
December 2019.

Jonathan Roper Begins
A New Chapter
On January 29, 2021, Jonathan served his last day with the City of Olivette
as the Planner/GIS Coordinator. He will be moving on with the City of St.
Louis working within the Planning division of the Planning and Urban Design
Agency.
He will be sadly missed. Jonathan was integral in enhancing many of the
redevelopment projects going on today. He had a strong interest in
enlivening public and private outdoor spaces, enhancing the
pedestrian experience, and fostering natural landscape settings.
In addition, he furthered the City’s geospatial capabilities, oversaw and
coordinated many of the City’s stormwater efforts.
The City Council declared January 29th as Jonathan Roper Day,
recognizing him for his many contributions. We are excited for his
future, and wish him all the best in his next endeavor!

Neighborhood
Association
Meetings

The Parks and Recreation
Department is offering free Zoom
meetings for Olivette
Neighborhood Associations as an
option for annual trustee meetings.
Traditionally, Associations are
offered one free use of the
Community Center or City
Center Community rooms for
annual meetings. With in person
rentals suspended at both
locations, the new Zoom
program provides a safe
alternative!
The program uses the
Department’s paid account
allowing for longer meetings with
more features than
standard free accounts.
The Arrowhead Park
Neighborhood Association
successfully held their meeting
using the new program on
January 31, 2021.

»

Associations wishing to utilize the
free Zoom program, are
encouraged to call the Parks &
Recreation Dept at 314-991-1249
or opr@olivettemo.com.

www.OlivetteMO.com » Follow us on Twitter @CityofOlivette » March 2021
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New Leadership in OPD
Congratulations to Garrett "Woody" Wood on his promotion to Lieutenant in the Olivette Police
Department!
Garrett Wood was born and raised in South Dakota.
After completing high school, he received a Bachelor’s degree in
Religion and Sociology from Hamline University in St. Paul,
Minnesota. He then completed a Master’s degree in Counseling
Psychology from Lindenwood University in St. Charles, Missouri.
Before becoming a police officer, Lt. Wood was a social worker
for approximately 15 years. He primarily worked with children and
adolescents. He specialized in working with abuse victims which
started his interest in law enforcement.
Lt. Wood completed his police training from the Eastern Missouri
Police Academy. He worked for the Warren County Sheriff’s
Department for two years, before joining the Olivette Police
Department.
While being with the Olivette Police Department, Lt. Wood has
served in a variety of roles: patrol officer for three years, detective for four years, and a patrol sergeant for
the last six years. He is currently a member of the Major Case Squad of Greater St. Louis. He received the
Creve Coeur/Olivette Chamber of Commerce Officer of the Year award in 2010 and 2020. He was
instrumental in starting the Cops for Pets program in 2019.

Show Your Local Love
Olivette restaurants and bars need our
support as we continue to navigate
COVID-19.

Now is a great time to eat local first by
ordering from your favorite local restaurant!
If you choose not to dine-in, most local
restaurants offer to-go orders and curbside
pick-up. You can also purchase gift cards
online or over the phone now or to use later!
To see who is offering these services, please visit OlivetteMo.com
to review our full restaurant guide on the homepage.
Oh—and don’t forget to tip!
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Neighborhood Favorites:

»
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

The Caramel House
Kickin’ Crab
I Love Mr. Sushi
Chevy’s Fresh Mex
Olivette Diner
Fallon’s Bar & Grill
Share Sweet
Sugarfire Smokehouse

9PM Routine
The campaign, known as the 9PM Routine,
encourages residents to conduct security check-in
their homes and vehicles each evening to ensure their
property is secure. People look for easy targets.
You can make it more difficult for them by following
the 9PM Routine!
Follow the 21/90 rule for forming a habit to secure
your house and belongings on a daily basis. At 9PM
every night, double-check to ensure valuables are
removed from your vehicles and they are locked, your
garage door is shut, and the doors & windows to your
residence are closed and locked.
Do this for 21 days straight. After, it is generally made
into a habit. Continue the habit for 90 days and it should turn into a permanent lifestyle change!
If you see suspicious activity in Olivette, dial 911 in an emergency or 314-645-3000 for the general
dispatch line.

Park Project Updates
Plans for the City’s five park renovations and new community center are
moving forward at a steady pace! Public meetings were held over Zoom on
January 27th and February 10th to provide progress updates on the park
concept plans, community center floor plan, and exterior renderings.
Construction timelines were reviewed and live Q&A sessions were held.

If you were unable to attend the meetings or would like
to review the presentation and images again, please
visit OlivetteMo.com/ParkProjects.
Both meeting recordings are available along with the concept
plans for each park. This will be a good resource throughout
the Park Master Plan implementation process with updates
on timelines, construction and progress photos.

www.OlivetteMO.com » Follow us on Twitter @CityofOlivette » March 2021
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Olivette City Center
1140 Dielman Road
1140 Dielman Road
Olivette, MO 63132
Olivette, MO 63132
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